
Bruning Library is recognized by the Nebraska
Community Foundation

The Bruning Library renova-
tion was recently recognized by
the Nebraska Community Foun-
dation (NO") when they held

their state-wide board meeting
in Shickley on June 3rd. Mem-
bers of the state-wide board

came from all over Nebraska.

Late that afternoon, the Board

and N("F staff drove to Bruning
to see what projects the Bruning
Community foundation has been

involved with. They were in-
formed of the construction/own-

ing leasing of the Bruning Cafe;
the Bruning Foundation involve-
ment in the Old Tavern Antique
Store and now the Binning Li-

brary Renovation.

The NCF Board/Staff and

Bruning Community Founda-
tion Board members/guests were
treated to an evening meal in

the Bruning Opera House with a

short program following. High-
lights of the state-wide organi-
zation were shared along with
the community of Shickley's

story of their success in raising
local foundation funds and the

successful projects in Bruning.
Bruning Community Founda-
tion President, Fred Bruning
welcomed guests, served as MC
of the evening, and told about

Bruning Community Foundation

successes.

The success of the Bruning
Library is a community effort of
which residents and volunteers

can be quite proud. The origi-
nal Binning Library consisted
of one room inside the Bruning
Opera house. The 430 square
foot room was shared with the

Village of Bruning and various

organizations as a meeting room.
The Bruning Library was started

by the Bruning Woman's Club in

1923, and they have continued

to sponsor and staff it since that

time. For many, many years Ma-
rie Huber was the librarian. The
conditions were overcrowded
and library open hours were very
limited.

The Bruning Community
foundation originated the idea

of a new library, with two do-

nors coming forward with funds

to begin the process. A Bruning
Community Foundation Library
Committee was named and in-

vestigated the many possibilities
for a new library. Edwin Korff
and Associates architect firm was
hired to draw plans for a new

library building. Various loca-

tions were identified to house the

building, with the preference of a

main street location. By the end

of 2007, nearly $100,000 were
raised for this effort!

From May - July 2008. Uni-

versity of Nebraska-Lincoln
Extension Educator Phyllis
Schoenholz. facilitated eleven
Focus Group Interviews with 68

people attending to give their vi-
sion of Bruning"s future. Com-

munity members appreciated the

clean, progressive and safe vil-

lage where people are friendly
and come to the aid when people
need help. When asked about the

new library, they wanted extend-
ed hours, activities to help chil-
dren get excited about reading,
technology, and an adult reading
room. Not all people were inter-

ested in a library and there was

concern about the proposed cost

of a new library building. Several

Town Hall meetings were held to

determine the future of the li-

brary. The decision was made to

renovate a historic building on

Main Street into the new library;
Tim and Lois Norder donated the

building.
The Bruning Community

Foundation sought professional
advice regarding the buildin?'

structure, design, safety, librae \

accreditation, proposed service

offerings etc. The Nebraska Li-

brary Commission, informed
the Village Board they needed

to appoint a library board for ac-

creditation and so a board was

appointed. Myra Kluek, who
served on the board, left her po-
sition and was hired as the new

librarian.

During several community
meetings, the process and pro-
cedure how to create the new

library was determined. Addi-
tional committee members were

appointed and/or volunteered for

committees such as Communica-

tions, Construction, Furnitue and

Decor and Fundraising.
The physical renovation is

nearly complete. Inside, the Li-

brary is continually updating
and changing. As the library
moves forward, all volunteers

are welcome and appreciated.
The Bruning Library appreciates
all volunteers for their time, tal-

ent, energy, items and monetary
donations. This is one more suc-

cessful effort in a progressive
small rural Nebraska community
- stop by anytime and visit the

newly remodeled facility.
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