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Hap Jones Loved Thedford; Estate Keeps
Action Alive With Ongoing Gift To TACFF

By Dawn E. Bryant

Hap Jones was a famil-
iar site around Thedford
in his red suspenders
(black for dress up) and
his western hat. He loved
Thedford and the
Thomas County area and
he showed it by giving
back to the community
while living, and even
after he was gone.

Calvin "Hap" Jones was
a charter member of the
Thedford Area
Community Foundation
Fund when it began in
2004. His estate keeps
that action alive with an
ongoing gift to the
TACFF.

It began with a love of
the Sandhills and the life
he and his family lived
here, according to his
wife, Audrey.

"We moved to the
Sandhills in 1955," she
said. "Hap was leveling
land for Karl Wiese
(north and east of
Thedford, near Purdum)
on the North Loup River
and when that job
ended, we just stayed on
with Karl."

Audrey said they were
dry land farmers in the
Broken Bow area before
moving west, but the dry
times did not make farm-
ing a profitable venture.

"We were tenant farm-
ers growing corn and
wheat, along with a few
hogs and cattle," she
said. "But they were dry
years. Hap started level-
ing land on the side
because there just wasn't
enough income off the
farming."

After going to work for
Wiese, Hap also helped
with the sale barn, which

Wiese owned. Then
Wiese bought what
became Sandhill Oil

from the Blauvelt's in
1959 and Hap and Alan
Jameson bought it from
him, according to
Audrey, and that busi-
ness did well.

"He (Hap) felt he and
Alan got going in
Sandhill QOil and the
town was good to them
and to the business," she
said.

Audrey also noted that
all four of her children
went all the way through
school in Thedford and
"got a good education."

Hap sold his portion of
the business to Jameson
in 1974, due to health
reasons, and went into
the construction busi-
ness and Audrey said it
was living in the
Sandhills that helped
make the business suc-
cessful.

"He did a lot of work on
a handshake and that
comes from doing busi-
ness with the values
learned from living in
the Sandhills," she said.

Hap felt giving back to
the community that had
treated his family so well
was important, accord-
ing to his oldest son, Jay,
who has returned to the
community he grew up
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in, after years of living
away.

"He wanted to encour-
age people to stay in this
part of the world or go
out and get an education,
then come back to the
area and start businesses
to keep this community
viable," he said. "He
wanted to make this
community attractive to
people. His theory was
that if you went out into
the world and got an
education, then came
back, that gave you the
knowledge to become
entrepreneurial and cre-
ate additional businesses
and opportunities for
others. THAT was why he
was a charter member of
the Thedford Area
Community Foundation
Fund."

Jay went on to note that
when Hap died, it was
specified in his will that
a gift be left for the com-
munity via the TACFF to
continue the work he did
while he was alive.

"He left a gift for the
community via the foun-
dation that will continue
to give back to the area
for years to come," he
said. "It was his wish to
see others do the same."

Hap's gift has helped to
increase the endowment
the TACFF currently
works with and grants
will be formally awarded
to seven area organiza-
tions during the Thomas
County Fair.

Hap's son Jay is contin-
uing the work his father
began, currently serving
as president of the
TACFF.

The Thedford Area
Community Foundation
was established in 2004
and is dedicated to the
preservation and contin-
ued improvement of the
Thedford area through
economic development
programs focused on
building charitable
assets, developing lead-
ership and entrepreneur-
ship and engaging youth.
The foundations main
goal is to build and uti-
lize an endowment fund
that will help future gen-
erations enjoy the
lifestyle currently
enjoyed in the communi-
ty.

The foundation is rep-
resented by the Sandhills
yucca plant, aka soap

weed - a plant with roots
that run deep and
thrives in all conditions.

According to the
Nebraska Community
Foundation, Inc., over
the next five an estimat-
ed $8 in estate wealth
will transfer in Thomas
County, but much of that
wealth will leave the
community. The NCF
notes that if just 5% of
that amount was gifted
to the TACFF, an endow-
ment of $402,000 could
be built.

TACEFTF is required to 5%
of its funds back into the
community  organiza-
tions to help with their
needs in many ways.
Some examples include:
helping with needed ren-
ovations to the Seneca
Community Building;
grants to the Thomas

County Historical
Society, the Thedford Art
Guild, the Brownlee
Community Hall, the

American Legion Hall,
the Thomas County Fair
Building; grants for
youth development sup-
port to the Sandhills
Leadership Conferences,
midget football, youth
basketball, youth base-
ball and the junior and
high school rodeos,
among others.

Donations to the foun-
dation are tax deductible
and will support area
community improve-
ment projects. Donors
may specify their gift be
used for a specific pro-
ject or they may make an
unrestricted gift through
membership, property,
annuity, life insurance, a
will or trust, or with
cash.

Donations may be sent
to TACFF, P.O. Box 186,
Thedford, Ne 69166, or
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Jay and Hap Jones in Galveston.

contact a local advisory
member: Marcy
Andersen at 308-645-
2434, Dawn Bryant at
308-530-2380, Rose Gift
at 308-645-2597, Richard
Jameson at 308-645-2552,

Jay Jones at 308-645-
2583, Kay Lee at 308-748-
2256, Shirley McIntosh
at 308-748-2252, Brad
Sawyer at 308-645-2668
or Jamie Taylor at 308-
645-2547.

VISIT COLORADO,
GET A FREE HAT!

Order yours at COLORADO.COM
and pick it up when you visit any
Official Colorado Welcome Center.
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3 Show & Shines, Get Together BBQ, Parade, Classic Car
Auction, Drag Races, Live Bands and much, much more!

www.cruisenitekearney.com
or call Brad @ 308-440-2941

Pre-Register at
www.motortopia.com
Urgent news for people who took

JANUVIA./JANUMET

Januvia® and Janumet® are drugs prescribed to treat
patients with Type 2 diabetes. Both drugs have recently
been linked to patient reports of acute pancreatitis and
in some cases even death. If you or a loved one suffered
from any type of pancreatitis after taking either drug
call us now toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a free
consultation. We practice law only in Arizona, but
associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.
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