Keith County

NEWS

Weekend Forecast:
March 18 ... High 48, low 34
March 19 ... High 64, low 39
March 20 .... High 69, low 36

The three-day forecast
calls for a chance for rain
or snow showers on March
18, a few showers on March

Luck of
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19 and mostly cloudy skies is March 17.
on March 20. The chances Have a safe
for precipitation are 50 per-

cent on March 18, 30 per- and happy

St. Patrick’s
Day celebration.

cent on March 19 and 20
percent on March 20.
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Foundation helps
causes that might
not get funded

By CANDY DENOUDEN
Staff Writer

It deesn’t have to take excrbitant amecunts of
time to make a difference. Sometimes, all it takes
is a well-purposed check.

In 2001, Keith County developed its own com-
munity foundation with the mission te “enrich
the quality oflife in cur countywide community.”

Foundation President
Joanie Halligan said
the founation hopesto
accomplish that goal
through a variety of
ways, including “pro-
viding a means for
citizens to give some-
thing back to the
community they love
and supporting and
strengthening local

non-profit organiza- \
tions.”

The foundaticn also
works at “identifying
needs and making
grants in areas of human services, education,
environment, art, culture, recreation and civic
improvements; participating in partnership with
other community groupsin the county; and build-
ing an endowment to help meet future commu-
nity needs for generations to come.”

In 2002, Halligan said the KCCF received a
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$100,000 “Legacy Chal-
lenge” from Larry and
MaryLynn Callen to be
matched on a three-to-one
basis. In just four months
in 2003, the foundation
raised $329,000 to meet
the challenge and estab-
lish KCCF’s endowment.

Halligan said KCCF
only expends interest
from the fund, leaving the
endowment principal in-
tact.

“This means that our
fund will go on giving for
generations to come,” she
said.

Keith County Commu-
nity Foundation’s board is
comprised of 15 volunteer
members, Halligan said,
who have amassed many
loeal denors for the foun-
dation during the years.

The KCCF has assisted
with numerous projects
during its existence, in-
cluding the Arterburn
Youth Cabin, the local
Food Pantry, Ogallala
Youth Skate Park, Senior
Citizens Center and the
Ogallala Volunteer Fire
Department.

Beyond Ogallala and
Lake McConaughy, the
foundation also has con-
tributed to the Paxton
Public Library, Paxton
Optimists’ Park Fund,
Brule Walking Path and
Brule playground equip-
ment.

In addition to the foun-
dation’s direct contribu-
tions, other funds for lo-
cal prajects have been es-
tablished within the
Keith County Founda-
tion, like the Ogallala Li-
brary Foundation.

Just one year after es-
tablishing its endowment,
the KCCF began holding
an annual grant-giving
event.

“We give away money to
worthy projects through-
out the entire county,
touching all areas of
need,” Halligan said. “We
have now given more
than $136,950 in grants
to worthy and enduring
projects in Keith County.”

KCCF’s board meets at
5 p.m. the third Tuesday
of each month, except No-
vember and December in
the Ogallala Community
Hospital conference room.

Halligan said the board
hopes to “enhance” its
annual meeting and
grant-giving event in the
coming years, and to
broaden the foundation’s
base of donors.

Interested individuals
may provide one-time do-
nations, make allowances
in will and estate plans,
or may join the “Builders
Club,” with annual dona-
tions of at least $100 for
families and individuals,
or %250 for businesses
and arganizations.

Halligan said the foun-
dation welcomes any do-
nation of any amount or
kind.

For more information,
contact Halligan at (308)
284-2330, Vice Chairman
Pete Peterson at (308)
284-6362, Treasurer Pam
Spurgin at (308) 284-4998
or Secretary Beverly Pol-
lock at (308) 284-2533, or
vigit www.keithcofoun
dation.org.
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