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LINCOLN - The Ford
Foundation has chosen
the Nebraska Community
Foundation as one of only
five organizations nation-
wide to receive up to a $1
million challenge grant.

Linetta J. Gilbert, se-
nior program officer for
the Ford Foundation,
made the announcement
Thursday during NCF’s
annual banquet celebra-
tion at Columbus.

The grant will help sup-
port NCF’s current work
in community develop-
ment and extend its en-
dowment-building efforts.
In its first public fund-
raising campaign, NCF
intends to seize the oppor-
tunity by raising a three-
to-one match — $3 million
— from Nebraska con-
nected donors by the end
of 2010.

More than $1 million in
match dollars has been
committed to date, and
the foundation has a long-
term goal to build a $12
million endowment to
support community de-
velopment philanthropy
statewide.

Gilbert said the Ne-
braska Community Foun-
dation was targeted for
the Ford Foundation’s in-
vestment because, “We
seek out visionaries on
the frontlines of social
change. We have been an
active partner with the
NCF for 10 years and
noted the impact the or-
ganization has had on re-
generating giving to in-
vest in the economies of
Nebraska communities.

The NCF always has been
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ahead of the curve, show-
ing others in the field of
philanthropy about the
value of organizing local
donors.”

NCF is heralded as a
national model for rural
development philan-
thropy, which uses chari-
table giving as a tool for
revitalizing rural econo-
mies.

“Nebraskans are among
the most generous people
in the nation,” Jeff Yost,
NCF president and chief
executive officer, said.
“Charitable giving - espe-
cially planned giving
through the inter-genera-
tional transfer of wealth
— is a true capital asset
that can be invested in
economic development.
We are determined to
help rural communities
build on their own assets
to become places where
young families can live
and work. NCF’s affili-

ated funds are doing this
in nearly 200 communi-
ties. And, each year, more
and more community
leaders are coming to the
Nebraska Community
Foundation for help.”

More than 50,000 con-
tributions have been
made to NCF affiliated
funds during the past de-
cade, and more than $96
million has been rein-
vested in Nebraska since
NCF was founded in
1993.

“The magnitude of this
grassroots movement is
impressive among com-
munity foundations,” Gil-
bert said. “What you are
doing to rebuild your com-
munities is unique, and
the rest of the nation is
watching what you do.

“But, it is time to sup-
port your mother ship.
NCF is far more than a
typical foundation that
just manages money.
They are your teachers,
your mentors, your orga-
nizers and your problem
solvers. Now, it is time for
the rest of the people in
Nebraska to understand
how important this work
really is,” Gilbert said.

Unlike most commu-
nity foundations, NCF
does not determine how
grant dollars are distrib-
uted. All grant-making
decisions are made by af-
filiated funds in commu-
nities across the state.
NCF provides its affili-
ated funds tax-exempt
status so they can raise
charitable dollars and
make grants to improve

their communities now
and in the future.

NCF stresses charitable
dollars should be invested
in ways that create com-
munities where young
people can remain or re-
turn to, especially when it
is time to raise their fami-
lies.

For the past 10 years,
NCF has taught commu-
nities strategies for sup-
porting entrepreneurship
and economic develop-
ment through philan-
thropy.

The NCF approach to
community development
is validated in a new book

called “Hollowing Out the
Middle.” Authors Patrick
J. Carr and Maria J.
Kefalas suggest rural
places need to adopt a
new way of thinking in
order to combat brain

‘drain. They stress that

rural communities need
to focus etforts on young
people who want to stay
in their communities and
new Americans who want
to come to their commu-
nities and then, to create
pathways for that to hap-
pen.

The Nebraska Commu-
nity Foundation, head-
quartered at Lincoln,
serves communities, orga-
nizations and donors
throughout the state.

The NCF provides fi-
nancial management,
strategic development,
education and training to
its network of more than
1,800 leaders of 199 local
affiliated funds.
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