PRESS RELEASE

  Brown County Foundation
Celebrates Successes
     The Brown County Foundation Fund is celebrating 2011, the second successful year in their five-year Endowment Fund Campaign.  

     Two years ago the Advisory Fund Committee embarked on a campaign to raise $500,000 for an unrestricted Endowment.  The Endowment Account is a permanent fund from which the earned income, less an inflationary adjustment,  is used for annual grants.  Each year county organizations make application for these grants.  There will be approximately $7,000 awarded to area betterment projects in the spring of 2012.  

     In 2011, the Endowment Fund was the recipient of funds generated from the donation of yearling steers, steer calves, grain, land, cash, memorials, and honorariums.  
     Donations to the annual Old Geezers Shoot Out, spearheaded by Ainsworth High School Alum Niels McDermott, were shared by the Endowment Fund and the AHS Alumni Scholarship Fund.  The Shoot Out is a basketball shooting contest held between former graduates of Ainsworth High School and Valentine High School.  This entertaining event is held between varsity games of these two schools. 

     This past year the Endowment Campaign initiated a county Cattlemen Challenge.  Yearling steers were donated in July and steer calves were donated in November to the Nebraska Community Foundation for the benefit of the Endowment Account.  The livestock were sold by the Foundation to the Rolling Stone Feed Yard who also donated a percent of the profit from the sale of the livestock at harvest.
     Another success for the Foundation has been the addition of 17 new lifetime and 5 new annual members.  Memberships are $250.00 lifetime and $25.00 annual per person.  A steady increase in these initial commitments to the future of Brown County provide a positive gauge measuring a growing awareness by residents that their future is in their hands.
     Some of the tax deductible ways donors can insure that 2012, the third year of the campaign, will be a success is through gifts of cash, stocks, bonds, life insurance policies, grain, livestock, and real estate.

     Persons Interested in donating and/or membership can contact the Advisory Committee members, Diana Syfie, Al Steuter, Susan Spann, Betty Kirkpatrick, Renée Adkisson, Scott Steinhauser, Carolyn Johnson, or Joel Klammer or the Brown County Foundation, P.O. Box 323, Ainsworth, NE 69210.   

