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B As Nebraskans transfer billions beiweén
generations, a Shickley foundation keeps
some of those assets in the community.

By Vinorr Lanson
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

- Shickley, Neb., is one of the
alite five in rural Nebraska's
Syear-old effort to keep some of
the money £hat leaves with city-
dwelling native sons and daagh-
ters as they drive oul of town

after their parents’ funerals,

Shickley. is 25 miles south of
Interstate 80 In south-central
Nebraska. It has raised cash and
commitments equal to 5 percent
of the weaith in its area that is
expected to be transferred be-
tween generations . over a
1C-year peried, '
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from the local foundation, By the
end of 2001, the foundation had
raised $160,000.

The Wilkins family gift and
later fundraising have raised the
endowed fund to $335,000. An-
other $1.4 million is promised,
The foundation continues toraise
money and pledges. ‘

Richard Walter, president of

the Shickley foundation, credifed .

Yost and his staff with providing
expertise in flundraising and with
educating pecpie on ways o set
up denations from their estates,
Walter and his wife, Darlene,
who own an insurance business,
maee their gifts fo the foundation
through retivement accounts and
lifeinsurance,

The foundation has given
$15,00¢ to schools, 4-H, parks,
playgrounds and the like, None
has gone specifically For eco-
nomic development, Gifts come
from the lund’s earnings;-the
principalisnot touched. .

Commuunity foundations
argund the stale are giving to
projects such as hospitals, Hbrar-
ies and parks, Yost said. He did
not know how much goes specifi-
caliy toeconomic development,

Many efforts are abmed at

making communities good
placesiolive, so young peoplere-
turn 0 rural Nebraska, Yost
said. The big economic issue in
rural areas is the loss of young
peopie,

The Nebraska Community
Foundation has helped groups in
other states start similar pro-
grams, It is continuing that ef-
fort in a three-day Rural Philan-
thropy Conference, which ends
today in Nebraska City. About
100 people, most of them Nebras-
kans, are attending, Yost said.
Thirty-five are from 12 other
states.

Yost and his 10-employee staff
at the Nebraska Community
Foundation handle the adminis-
tration of 179 small foundations,
84 of them community-based like
Shickiey's. The community foun-
dationg’ combined endowments
and confirmed future gifts total
$31 miliion, triple what they
were five vearsago,

Isthatoritarget?

move to the next generation

-over a 50-year pericd, according

toa 2001 analysis based on a Bos-
ton Coilege study. That study
said $41 trillion would be trans-

“ferred nationwide.

The . Nebraska Commusnity
Foundation is concerned about
$94 billion in 86 counties outside
of the Omaha and Lincoln areas.
That figure includes bank ac-
counts; stocks, bonds and other
invesiments; businesses,
houses, farms and ranches; and
whe knows what else.

“I'o e honest, I dom’t know if

we know where we expected to
be,” Yostanswered. "I'mnot con-
vinced we know how much we
shouldraise.”

He said he is pleased so many
communities are joining the ef-
[ore.

_ " Statewide, $258 billion is to  The” foundation, "which s

pushing the idea of keeping §
percent {($4.7 billion) of that

- wealthin rural Nebraska, is see-

ing good results, according to

Jeff Yost, executive dirgctor,

“We've. got some of these
places making tremendous pro-
gress,” Yost said. “There are
other places just ‘getting
started.”

The peak period for passing of
the weaith in 62 of the 86 coun-

- ties that Yest is concerned with

is 2014 to 2039, In the other 24
counties, the peak period is now

until 2014.

Shickley's effort started be-
fore the 5 percent plan was laid
out in 2001. In 1999 the Wilkins
family, brothers Bill and Hugh

.and their sister Beth, owners of '

basnks in Shickley and Geneva,
promised $105,000 if it could be
matched by other donors within
three years. .

The drive started with a mail-
ing o everybody in the Shicldey
school district, the gathering of
2 list of potential big denors and
then visits by two-person teams
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