
An internship with impact
This past summer we were honored to 
have Blair Fiala serve as our intern. Blair 
was a phenomenal addition to our team 
and jumped right in ready to make a 
difference in her hometown! During 
her summer with us, she dedicated her 
time to research and outreach for park 
planning and development. The work 
Blair completed has laid out some great 
foundational steps for us to build upon 
as we look to develop a plan for park 
enhancements in the coming years. In 
addition to the research and outreach she 
completed, she was also assigned the task 
of prepping and painting a new pickleball 
court laid over top of the existing tennis court! As with any project, some 
deadlines were outside of her control, but she did not let that stop her. 
She diligently kept progress moving along and came back home during 
her fall break at college to complete the painting and sealing of the new 
court (with an extra set of helping hands, Cathy Fiala)! The net will not 
be installed until next spring, but now we all have something new and 
exciting to look forward to next summer! 
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Our generous donors October 2023 to December 2024

In Memory/Honor of:
Deceased members of 

the class of 1964
Members of the class of 

1979
Margaret Bazata
Francis Baumert
Marguerite Brodecky
Rich Belina
Lynn L Blum
Dennis Dinslage
Elmer Dostal
Betty A Elbracht
Carol Elbracht
Wanda Eusterwiemann
Doris Haase
Kenneth Hunke
Larry Langhorst
Rod Kalisek
Wilma Kalisek
Marie Kaup
Jeanette Konsel
Tommy Mann
Chris & Dorothy Mejstrik
Gary Nemec
John & Dorine Prusa
Joe Rehak
Melvin Rennemayer
Kermit Risch
Robert W Ritzdorf
Rolland Svec
Ann Telecky
Gladys Vodvarka
James Vodvarka

DONORS:
Pam Barta
Richard & Jean Barta
Brian Baumert
Gary & Bernadine 

Baumert
Mike & Karen Baumert
Randy Baumert
S Baumert
Carol Bayer
Dennis & Gail Bazata
Theresa Belina
Jennifer Berney
Brad Bertsch
Dave & Deb Blum
Don & Bonnie Blum
Dwight Boysen
Kevin & Trina Brabec
Kathleen Bradley
Breanne Brester
Gary & Deb Brester
Jason & Amy Brester
Dan Busch 
Andrew & Molly Cada
Cada Electric LLC
Lance & Ashley Cech
D Christie
John & Margaret Cioni
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Austin & Kelsey Coufal
Brent & Jennifer Coufal
Chris & Jennifer Coufal
Craig & Molly Coufal
Paul & Sheri Coufal

Richard & Marguerite 
Coufal

Rod & Regina 
Dirkschneider

Alan & Carol Dostal
Nancy Dryer
Janet Dunker
Randall & Jenny Elbracht
Bonnie Eusterwiemann
Randall Eusterwiemann
Judy Evans
Jim & Lorene Fiala
James M Fitzgerald
Joan Freudenburg
Kevin & Dawn Gall
Larry & Mary Gentrup
William & Patricia Gorham
Norbert Harms Farms
Steven & Nancy Harms
Kathy Heard
Travis & Tonia Heard
Ed & Adrian Hilz
Lawrence & Susan 

Hoefener
Richard & Sharon 

Hoelscher
Bill Holoubek
International Nutrition
Larry & Pat Jakubowski
Keith & Kerri Janata
Cindy Jones
Glenn & Pam Kalisek
Wilma F Kalisek 

Revocable Trust

Pamela Kallis
Ken & Deb Karel
Larry Karel
Wolf “Randy” Kassmeier
Carol Kluck
Knights of Columbus 

Council #5439
Neil & Joan Knust
Jeremy & Kim Koenig
Garry Konsel
LaDonna Konsel
Paula Lavigne
Thomas & Debra Loseke
Beverly Mann
Kevin Marik
Brian & Joan Mastny
Trent & Nevada Mastny
Bryan & Laura Mejstrik
Patrick Mejstrik
The Mejstrik Family
Ruth Melena
Shawn Messerlie
Gerald Mlnarik
Marcheta Molacek
Betty Nelson
Cindy Nelson
Glen & Sue Nemec
Barb Pickett
Pieper Express LLC
Harry & Susie Pokorny
Jenny Praest
 Bob Reisdorff
Marcy Reisdorff
Wendy Reznicek

Christine Risch
Anthony Ritzdorf
Rosalyn Ritzdorf
Tom Ritzdorf
Chris & Jill Rogers
Pamela Scarpino
Martin & Laurie 

Schlautman
Neal Schlautman
Tom & Julie Schulze
Bernadette Semerad
Dale Semerad
Lori Semerad
Jared & Rachel Sindelar
Joe & Marilyn Sindelar
Joseph B Sindelar
Larry & Lois Smeal
Tim Stone
Magdaline Svec
Marc & Judy Taylor
Martin Telecky
Diane Truss & Family
Gene & Brigitte Uher
Paul & Jill Uher
Sharlene Vodvarka
Larry & Carol Vogel
Bonnie Vogelgesang
Jeff & Deb Wegner
Terry & Carol Welke
Cory & Allison Willison
Billie Wisnieski
David & JoAnn Wragge

Make a gift today
ONE CONTRIBUTION in full: $____________________________ .

ANNUALLY: $_ __________________________.

SET UP RECURRING PAYMENTS ONLINE AT: www.nebcommfound.org/give/howells-community-fund

 This is an anonymous gift    This gift is made in memory of / in honor of:____________________________________________

Donor Information:
Donor Printed Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _ __________________________________________________________ City _ _____________________ State_ _________

ZIP______________________ Phone _ _____________________ Email __________________________________________________

 I would like to learn more about leaving a legacy in Howells through planned giving.

MAIL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Howells Community Fund  |  PO Box 63  |  Howells, NE 68641

CONTRIBUTIONS MAY ALSO BE MADE ONLINE: www.nebcommfound.org/give/howells-community-fund 

Howells Community Fund is an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. All monetary gifts are tax deductible.

SCAN TO DONATE

Our vision

We welcome fresh ideas and different 
viewpoints! Don’t hesitate to visit with any of 
our volunteer members to share yours!

Gary Brester 	 (402) 833-8061
Janelle Brester	 (402) 350-9027
Austin Coufal* 	 (402) 380-4862
Hailey DeMers 	 (402) 380-2231
Bernie Hegemann 	 (402) 750-7512
Marti Brichacek*	 (605) 323-9197
Laura Mejstrik* 	 (402) 631-7322
Trent Mastny* 	 (402) 750-9218
Marilyn Sindelar* 	 (402) 750-7401
Billie Wisnieski* 	 (402) 380-7635
Susie Pokorny (Emeritus) 	 (402) 615-3838
Kathy Heard (Emeritus)* 	 (402) 380-8290
Joan Mastny (Emeritus)* 	 (402) 750-7639

* Denotes Legacy Donors who have made planned gifts to 
the Howells Community Fund in their wills.

                           Find us on Facebook!

Howells is a caring, thriving community with a 
place for all to call home.

Our mission

Creating a lasting impact by inspiring the 
generosity of our community to support 
educational, social, recreational, economic 
opportunities, and services.

Our values

The Howells Community Fund is a hardworking 
team supporting our community’s future and 
progressive goals. We are dedicated, positive, 
compassionate and always work with integrity.

Hometown Intern Blair Fiala preps and 
paints the newest addition to Howells 
Park—a pickleball court!

Howells Community Fund Members. Bottom Row: Marti Brichacek, Marilyn Sindelar, Susie Pokorny, 
and Billie Wisnieski. Top Row: Austin Coufal, Bernie Hegemann, Laura Mejstrik, Kathy Heard, Trent 
Mastny, and Gary Brester.

Our volunteers



Howells Community Fund continues learning
This past year the Howells Community 
Fund Advisory Committee made a 
commitment to continued growth and 
education as a focus for 2024. We kicked 
this goal off in January and February 
by completing Nebraska Community 
Foundation’s Impact Planning process. 
This consisted of three separate 
training sessions where we studied 
community data and conversations, 
reviewed completed grants, analyzed 
the assets and key relationships in our 
community, and identified our group 
goals and priorities. These training 
sessions helped our team to set forth 
into the new year reenergized and full 
of big ideas!

Our next opportunity for growth came in the form of peer learning. In August HCF was able to host a Nebraska Community 
Foundation’s Regional Training where members from the Leigh Legacy Fund, Dodge Community Fund, Clarkson Future Fund, 
and Coleridge Area Fund gathered for an evening of conversation. There was a great deal of ideas and information shared 
amongst the groups, and it was a wonderful opportunity to learn about our neighboring communities, the work they are 
doing, and the big dreams they all have. 

Finally in November, Howells Community Fund members attended the Nebraska Community Foundations Annual 
Celebration and Training event. At the event Fund members attended sessions to learn about work being done by 
other communities throughout the state. Members were also able to foster and build connections with leaders in many 
communities and exchange ideas for projects, growth, and community building. In addition, we were honored to have 
three of our own members of the Howells Community Fund invited to present during sessions at the event. Joan Mastny 
(emeritus member) presented on developing community connections and conversations via the Coffee & Conversation 
event held in town each month. Trent Mastny and Marti Brichacek presented on the internal work that the Howells 
Community Fund has been doing since completing the Impact Planning training sessions.

NEWS AND UPDATES NEWS AND UPDATES

Pooling our resources
This past summer the Howells Public Pool 
took on new management under the 
lead of Meredith Crogan and Kim Freed. 
These ladies generously stepped up to the 
plate to help ensure that one of the main 
assets of our community remained open. 
As the women began their first season of 
management, they were met with more 
challenges than they anticipated. It became 
quite clear that our town pool was in need 
of some major attention to make it a safer 
and better facility for staff and patrons alike. 
Crogan and Freed brought their concerns 
to the biannual Unity Council meeting and 
were met with lots of encouragement from 
those in attendance to hold steadfast in 
their efforts and that the town would rally 
around them. The Howells Community Fund felt this was a great effort for us to 
join and do our part to help because while the town boards were in support of 
the needed pool improvements and fundraising, existing resources were needed 
for other projects.

Howells Community Fund decided that the funds we would raise at two of our 
annual events would be granted to the Howells Pool for their improvements. 
Each year HCF hosts a burger night at the summer sand volleyball league 
championship, and we also host our annual Feed Your Dreams Breakfast in 
August. The generosity of our community exceeded expectations. The burger 
night raised $2,000 while the breakfast meal raised $5,000! But the generosity 
did not end there! A group of younger community members also wowed us all 
with their dedication to their hometown. This group of kids got together and 
challenged the Howells Community Fund to match the $287 they raised selling 
sweet corn! We were delighted to see such service and generosity from these 
young people that we granted them a 2:1 match and donated $574 from the 
endowment, for a total of $861 to further pool improvements. 

With the generosity and commitment of those in our community we were able 
to help the pool raise a total of $7,861 for the first phase of their improvements! If 
you would like to know more about the Howells Pool project, please reach out to 
the pool managers or the town board to learn what’s next!

Lifesaving 
support
There are two new locations in Howells 
that will now have a highly important 
piece of emergency equipment. The 
Saint John’s Catholic Social Hall and 
the American Legion Hall were both 
recipients this past month of a grant 
from the Howells Community Fund 
for Automated External Defibrillators 
(AED). Eugene Brester and Kevin Marik 
were presented with the AED on behalf 
of the Legion Hall. Fund members Gary 
Brester and Austin Coufal installed the 
AED at the lower level of the Social 
Hall with guidance from the church 
and daycare for ideal placement for all 
building participants.

Caring for our community
Each fall the Howells Community Fund likes to acknowledge a group of individuals 
in the community with a small token of thanks for their commitment and service 
to our town. This year those who provide care and a safe place for the children of 
Howells were the recipients. The providers at Little Angels Daycare (Laura Mejstrik, 
Chris Risch, Geri Eikmeier, Ann Brodecky, and Beth Fiala) and Shirley Dostal were 
given baskets of goodies as a token of appreciation for all that they do.

Endowment and General 
Accounts Balance Sheet
Beginning balance, October 1, 2023	 $992,432.10
Donations/Income                                   	   $24,280.00
Expenditures (includes grant payouts)	  ($12,106.51)
Market value change                               	   $98,949.08
Ending balance, December 31, 2023	 $1,103,554.67

Beginning balance. January 1, 2024   	   $1,103,554.67
Donations/Income                                   	   $45,042.63 
Expenditures (includes grant payouts)	 ($62,121.61)
Market value change                               	 $118,340.77
Ending balance, December 31, 2024	 $1,204,816.46

Nebraska Community Foundation affiliated funds from Dodge, Leigh, Clarkson, and Coleridge attended the Regional 
Training event hosted by the Howells Community Fund and Nebraska Community Foundation.

Local youth step up for their pool, contributing the 
revenue from their sweet corn sales.

Austin Coufal and Gary Brester of the Howells 
Community Fund install the AED in the St. John’s 
Social Hall.

Howells Community Fund volunteers work through 
training at the Impact Planning event.


