
Welcome to the first semiannual newsletter for the 
Arnold Community Foundation Fund. 

Extra tables and chairs were set up to accommodate the large crowd.

A Community Vision Meeting 
was held on March 16 at the 
Arnold Community Center. In 
typical Arnold style, residents 
and local business owners came 
out in full force to brainstorm 
and share ideas to help create a 
positive future for Arnold.

Jana Jensen of the Nebraska 
Community Foundation, along 
with Denise Garey, moderated 
the meeting. 

Scan in this code 
with your phone’s 
camera and 
enter your email 
address to stay 
up to date on 
what we’re doing.

The meeting began with first 
name introductions and one 
positive word to describe Arnold 
from each person in attendance.

From there, we moved on to 
share a time when people were 
most proud to be from Arnold. 
The list was amazingly large...and 
impressive. 

The majority of the meeting was 
spent “dreaming big.” With no 

Arnold Community Foundation hosts 
Community Vision Meeting in March

APRIL 2022

STAY UPDATED

/arnoldcommunityfoundationfund

Arnold turns out in full 
force to plan for future 

@ArnoldFund

(continued on inside...)

Preserving our legacy, 
growing our future, 
and inspiring 
investment 
in the life of 
Arnold.



Words that 
describe Arnold...

We’re proud of...

Chamber Bucks 
Winners

Well Said

Welcoming, progressive, 
safe, ambitious, charitable, 
camaradery, encouraging, 

growing, generous, resilient, 
committed, inviting, caring, 

active, patriotic, happy, thriving

Fire and rescue, service 
station, churches, community 

involvement, SORC, Rialto 
Theatre, the red table, lake and 

park, when in need, alumni, 
campgrounds, community 

center, school, annual fundraiser

Winners of the Chamber Bucks 
drawings for attending the meeting 

were: Nancy Cool, Deb Hall, Molly 
Magill, Carma Edwards, Tiff Varney, 

Blowers Family Beef, Arnold 
Economic Development Corp.

“There is no power for change greater than a community 
discovering what it cares about.” —Margaret J. Wheatley

limit to funds, each person was 
asked to think about what future 
they wanted to create for Arnold. 
Discussions were had in smaller 
groups, and then the top ideas 
from each group were posted 
on the wall and categorized. 
They included: medical facilities, 
school facilities, indoor recreation 
center, housing, historical 
museum, business development 
and economic growth, outdoor 
recreation, downtown renovation, 
incentives for population growth, 
fiber optics, alternative energy, law 
enforcement, library, community 
entertainment, and resources.

With these guiding priorities 
discovered, those in attendance 
were asked to write their name 
on a sticky note and attach it to a 
category or multiple categories in 
which they would be willing to help. 
The result was an amazing vision 

for Arnold’s future and display of 
support to get there.

A second meeting was held 
the next day at the school for 
grades 7-12. The students did 
an excellent job of identifying 
these focus areas: community 
activities, school additions, 
housing, business opportunities, 
recreational opportunities, livestock 
entertainment, infrastructure 
improvements, and park 
improvements. Our youth are very 
engaged in our community!

Arnold Community Foundation 
Fund members have committed to 
initiating the first meeting in the key 
areas identified. Moving forward, 
community members and business 
owners can take on leadership 
roles, and committees will begin to 
identify key steps for making these 
visions become realities. 

Discovering our guiding priorities.

Tony Eggleston volunteering leadership.

Vision meeting-continued...



The Arnold Community Foundation  
is an affiliated fund of the Nebraska 
Community Foundation. Formed in 
2011, our goal is to increase charitable 
giving in Arnold and make long-
term investments, awarding grants 
to local worthy causes and projects 
that are addressing emerging 
needs and future opportunities in 
Arnold. 

These are the projects that have 
benefited from our grants to date:

• Arnold Public School—Digital 
reader board, four wireless 
microphones, set of three Tower 
Gardens, contributed to the 
purchase of CNC router and 3D 
printer.

• Village of Arnold—Purchased 
Arnold Recreation Area 
playground equipment, 
contributed to the Arnold City 
Park playground equipment, 
picnic tables, and benches.

• Arnold Public Library —
Purchased new window 
treatments, tuck pointing 
capital expense, computer.

• Rialto Theater—New windows/
doors on front of building, 
purchased new server to show 
movies, acoustic sound.

• Arnold Township/Cemetery—
Purchased new trees, new 
underground water lines and 
additional hydrants, resetting of 
cemetery stones, tractor for golf 
course.

• Arnold Alumni Association—
Publication and delivery of 
Alumni newsletter to 100% of 
the members.

If you have a project that will benefit 
the community of Arnold and need 
financial assistance, contact any 
Arnold Community Foundation 
Fund member to inquire about 
applying for a grant.

You donated, and we've been busy awarding 
much-needed funds to Arnold projects

Arnold Community 
Center Floor Fund

Arnold Cemetery

Our Accomplishments

Improvements

The Arnold Community Foundation recently 
awarded $31,709.73 to the Arnold Community 
Center floor fund to replace the flooring in the gym 
area. The new floor has since been installed and is 
being enjoyed by everyone in the community.

The Arnold Cemetery received a fabulous facelift. 
Funding was provided by the Arnold Community 
Foundation for a new white fence, trees, hydrants, 
and other items while volunteers provided the 
manual labor. There is still more to do!

The Arnold Community 
Foundation currently 
awards approximately 

$35,000 a year in grants 
to local projects.

Most Recent

2021 
Philanthropy 

Awards
Each year the Arnold 
Community Foundation 
presents an award to 
an individual and an 
organization, group, or 
business that epitomizes 
the philanthropic spirit of 
our community. Recipients 
at the 2021 annual banquet 
were Shane Cool and the 
committee that spearheaded 
the building of the Arnold 
Community Center, which 
we have now enjoyed and 
utilized for 15 years. 



Photo by Dallas Beshaler.

A Nebraska Community Foundation 
study completed in 2021 shows that 
billions of dollars in Nebraska wealth 
will pass from one generation to 
another over the next ten years.

There is always a transfer from 
generation to generation, as parents 
pass away and leave their estates 
to their children. But if the heirs no 
longer live where they grew up, those 
critical resources leave as well. Once 
that wealth leaves the community, it 
is gone forever.

But, imagine a future where everyone 
gifted 5% of their estate to Arnold. 
Giving just 5% to local charitable 

causes would paint a very bright 
future for our area.

“If just 5% of the transfer of wealth 
were endowed, think of the impact 
that kind of money could have 
on education, health, prosperity 
and quality of life,” said Nebraska 
Community Foundation President 
and CEO Jeff Yost. “Think of how it 
could contribute to a community’s 
ability to attract quality talent and 
young families. Harnessing just 
a small percentage could be a 
game changer for the future of our 
hometowns.”

An estimated $1.3 billion will transfer 
from one generation to the next in 
Custer County over the next ten years. 
In 50 years, that number exceeds 

Can you gift just 5% to Arnold?

2022 ARNOLD COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
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Jen Dalrymple, Chairwoman
Joel Morgan, Vice Chairman
Renee (Watkins) Bubak, Secretary
Holly Hornung Remund, Treasurer

ARNOLD COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FUND
PO BOX 5
ARNOLD, NE 69120
EMAIL: donate@arnoldcommunityfoundation.org

Foundation Info

Imagine what the future 
of Arnold would look like 
if everyone gifted 5% of 

their estate to an Arnold 
charitable organization.

$13 billion. The wealth may be held 
in real estate, securities, retirement 
accounts, and other assets. Most 
will go to heirs. Due to outmigration, 
many of those heirs no longer live 
where the weath was built. 

This is your opportunity to enrich 
Arnold and Custer County’s future. 
When you leave just 5% of your assets, 
you can secure your family’s legacy 
and help our community thrive.

Gary Blevins
Shane Cool
Becky Dailey
Cord Hesseltine

Donate Today

If you'd like to learn more or 
donate to the Arnold Community 
Foundation Fund:

DONATE ONLINE
Visit www.nebcommfound.
org/give/arnold-
community-fund/.

EMAIL US
Send us an email at  
donate@arnold 
communityfoundation.org.

CONNECT 
Contact any fund member.
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Transfer of wealth 
means big opportunities


