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A NOTE OF THANKS
Give2GROW participation has been one way BACF grows its endowment fund. The 2023 event, culminating November 16, brought 
21 new and repeat donors who gave $13,788 to BACF. Phelps County Community Foundation hosted and promoted the event, 
and also recruited donors who funded matching programs and prizes. BACF’s matching amount was $1,421.

Thank you to every donor and to everyone who gave to other organizations through give2GROW. And thank you to 
people who donated to BACF outside of Give2GROW. Every cent helps grow our endowment and therefore helps grow our 
ability to make grants and benefit our place. We are so fortunate to live in a place of such generosity!

Because Give2GROW will not be conducted in Phelps County in 2024, BACF will conduct its own fundraising efforts in the fall 
and winter.

Bertrand Fair and Rodeo

BERTRAND DAYS 2024
Harvesting Winners since 1885

Bertrand Area Community Fund is an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation

Join us June 22–25 for this annual celebration of our community as Bertrand 
comes alive with excitement for a few days of fun, traditions, community 
support, and nostalgia. 

P.O. Box 153  |  Bertrand, NE 68927

BERTRAND YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Bertrand Area Community Fund (BACF) members are engaged 
in work we’ve identified as valuable throughout the community. 
While this often looks like grant-making toward projects in the 
community, Bertrand values its youth very highly, and many 
BACF projects —both grants and otherwise — involve our 
young people.

A hand-picked roster of Bertrand High School students was 
invited to be part of the inaugural Bertrand Youth Advisory 
Committee. Their purpose is to choose and facilitate projects in 
the community that they and their peers believe are significant.

Their first project, chosen by their BACF liaisons, was to repaint 
the sign at the community building in advance of Bertrand 
Days 2023. Since then, the group has raised awareness of 

its existence, including presenting a movie screening, and 
raised funds, notably by wrapping gifts for donations. BYAC 
has also received a 2-to-1 matching grant to get some initial 
financial backing.

The Youth Advisory Committee has developed great chemistry 
among the members and has generated some great ideas! They 
will participate with BACF during the Bertrand Days parade. 
Follow Bertrand Youth Advisory Committee on Facebook to 
see what they’re up to through the summer and into the new 
school year. Some new faces will be added to the group after 
the graduation of some of the founding members.

BACF also conducted its second Hometown Career Mentor 
Fair September 28 at the school. In Bertrand, as in many 
communities, people with businesses in the skilled trades are 
nearing retirement with no one available to take over their 
niche. If this is a spot you find yourself in, and you’d like your 
field to continue to have a presence in our community, contact 
a member of the advisory committee or call the school to find 
out how to participate in the mentorship fair.
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APPLY 
ANYTIME FOR 

GRANTS 
Since its inception, BACF has operated 
with two grant cycles — applications 
were accepted in March and October, 
and grant funds were awarded in 
April and November. That cycle 
began to feel restrictive in an era of 
instant communications that allow 
organizations to be rapid and flexible 
in decision-making. 

Beginning with its new fiscal year 
in July, the FAC will begin accepting 
applications and awarding grants year-
round in a continuous grant cycle. This 
allows BACF to be more responsive to 
community needs in a timely manner. 
Depending on market conditions, the 
current unrestricted endowment will 
yield about $40,000 for grants from 
July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. 

If you have a great idea that would 
benefit the community or serve a 
charitable goal, contact any member 
of the advisory committee to find 
out if your idea is eligible for funding. 
Request a grant application by emailing 
bertrandfoundation@gmail.com or 
calling 308.991.7777. BACF operates 
in an area roughly the same as the 
Bertrand school district. Government 
entities, 501(c)(3) organizations, and 
other groups intending to use grant 
funding for charitable purposes are 
invited to apply.

GRANTS AWARDED

In November 2023, FAC members approved four grants: 

 $2,900 granted to Bertrand Community School toward the purchase 
of weights, jump ropes, lifting belts and iPad holders.

 $5,000 granted to Hi-Line Golf Course toward the purchase of a turbine 
leaf and debris blower.

 $4,000 granted to Bertrand Housing Authority toward landscaping, 
sidewalks, and a sprinkler system at the new five-plex in northwest 
Bertrand.

 $10,000 granted to Bertrand Lions Foundation toward a multi-year 
project to replace picnic table shelters at the ball field and park with 
new shades that match the shades at the pool.

In April, FAC members approved five grants: 

	 $2,640 granted to Bertrand Housing Authority toward the landscaping 
of the Sunset View Villas five-plex.

	 $5,670 granted to Bertrand Nursing Home toward the gazebo and 
courtyard renovation project.

	 $300 granted to Robotic Enforcements 4-H Club toward LEGO Prime 
sets and tablets.

	 $3,000 granted to Bertrand Fire Department toward mobile radio 
upgrades.

	 $4,200 to Bertrand Lions Foundation toward new picnic tables for  
the park.

WELCOME BACK, 
JOHANNA!  

The Fund Advisory Committee (FAC) welcomes 
Johanna Ford, daughter of Scott and Kim Ford and 
a 2022 Bertrand High School graduate, as BACF’s 
first-ever Hometown Intern. 

The purpose of the internship program is to 
discover and unleash community assets. Johanna, 
with supervisors Scott Schwarz and Melissa 
Vinzant, will work toward building a refreshed 
and complete Bertrand alumni contact list. 

So, if Johanna reaches out to you to find out 
about your classmates, this is why, and thank 
you in advance! As with many small communities, 
Bertrand’s school and the community’s young 
people are the center of the town’s social structure. 
The lists of alumni exist to some extent because 
many classes get together formally and informally. 
FAC members believe a solid list will be an asset 
for BACF and other organizations.

To learn more about how the Hometown Intern 
experience is connecting affiliated funds and 
young people across the state, visit www.
nebcommfound.org/hometowninternships 

Johanna will be based in the BACF flex space in 
the office of First National Insurance Company in 
Bertrand. The space is open for others to use. Email 
bertrandfoundation@gmail.com to learn more 
and schedule time in the office.
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ALMOST A BILLION 
DOLLARS

Nope, that’s not a typo. Over the next quarter of a century, the 
transfer of wealth from one generation to the next in Phelps and 
Gosper counties is estimated to be $961 million. It really is nearly 
a billion dollars. If you’re making a succession or estate plan for 
your farm, business, or other family holdings, you are not alone!

If the people who are transferring that money from their 
generation to another chose to give just 5% of it toward the 
future of their communities, that would be more than $48 million 
staying here— in the place where they lived, worked, raised a 
family, and thrived among their friends. 

Why is this a valid concern? The wealth may be held in real estate, 
securities, retirement accounts, and other assets. Some will go to 
taxes, but most will go to heirs. Because of outmigration, many 
of those heirs no longer live where the wealth was built and may 
no longer feel connected to those places. Once wealth leaves 
our community, the opportunity for give-back becomes more 
and more unlikely.  

With a choice to plan a 5% estate gift to a community endowment 
fund, part of that hard-earned wealth stays in the place you call 
home. It grows and provides for the community’s people far 
into the future. 

Please consider a Five to Thrive gift to Bertrand Area Community 
Foundation. Decisions about planned gifts should be made 
as part of your overall estate planning, and you may want 
to involve your financial advisor in these decisions. Visit  
www.fivetothrivene.org to learn more. If you are interested 
in planning an estate gift, contact any member of the advisory 
committee to get started.

$37,710
REINVESTED IN OUR COMMUNITY


