OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE BEGINS WITH YOU!
The year 2017 will be a big one for Crofton! We will celebrate our beautiful community’s 125th birthday with a sense of pride in our past and dreams for our future. 

Several years ago, a small group of citizens formed the Crofton Community Foundation Fund with the vision of a very bright future for our hometown. We became an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation, the statewide organization that has helped raise and reinvest more than $265 million back into our hometowns! 

We launched our Fund because we wanted to be part of a statewide movement that honors our past, believes in our future and works to build the kind of community where our children will want to live, work and raise our grandchildren. 

This is a dream come true for hundreds of communities all across our state where people are raising money and building permanent endowments. An endowment is like a permanent community savings account – only better. With an endowment, the funds are wisely invested to build up the principal. The principal is never spent, so it continues to grow over the years. Only the annual earnings are spent on grants that improve our community and make it attractive to young families. 

Consider this: The community of Shickley in southern Nebraska, with a population of 341, has built an endowment of more than $1.7 million over the past 15 years. This year, the “big little town” as they call themselves, will have about $78,300 to spend on their goal — making their community a better place for young families. Shickley’s first-class “birth through high school” education system is a frequent investment priority (and the envy of its neighbors). What’s more, people there, who love their hometown, have created gifts in their estate plans totaling at least $2 million that will add to the endowment and go on giving forever!  

It is time to ask ourselves: “What could we do with $50,000–$80,000 to invest in Crofton each and every year, forever?”  

Communities across Nebraska — including our neighbors in Niobrara, Bloomfield, Verdigre, Creighton and Wausa — are working toward these same types of goals and succeeding. 

With our 125th anniversary year upon us, let’s take advantage of the pride and love we have for Crofton. We are encouraging everyone to give back!  Those of us who live here now, and those who may have moved elsewhere, but still have strong feelings for the hometown where their memories were made. 
When our pioneering grandparents and great grandparents first settled here in Northeast Nebraska in 1892 they had no clue what the future would look like, but they did have a dream.  And in 1998 when the late Connie Day of Norfolk established her endowment for the children of Northeast Nebraska, she could not have envisioned that her gift would someday equip every child in her beloved elementary school with a personal iPad. The technology had not yet been invented.  
As we celebrate our past and look forward to a bright future, please join the Crofton Community Foundation Fund by making your contribution. Gifts of cash, grain, livestock, and of course memorial gifts large and small are deeply appreciated. 

Please contact one of our volunteer Fund Advisory Committee members to discuss the best way to make your gift: Irma Arens, Charleen Buschkamp, Mike Guenther, Terri Mueller, Mick Reifenrath, Rod Schieffer, Doyle Stevens or Jon Zavadil. 

You can find out more about Crofton Community Foundation Fund, and you may donate online at www.NebraskaHometown.org/give/crofton-community-foundation-fund. Thank you for being part of our community!
