
OUR MISSION

To maximize our community’s potential, 

the Imperial Community Foundation Fund 

connects caring people and resources 

with causes that support and 

improve our community.

OUR VISION

Imperial is a friendly, caring, safe, 

progressive community that fosters 

a diverse business community, 

abundant economic opportunity, innovation, 

quality health care, world-class education, 

ample housing and recreation options 

all of which enrich our quality of life.

2019 NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDS,

It’s hard to believe that we are fast 
approaching the year 2020! This 
past year has been a tremendously 

successful one. Your generosity 
has enabled Imperial Community 
Foundation Fund to support a number 
of worthwhile causes in our community, 
many of them profiled in this newsletter. 
This is an opportunity for us to keep you 
updated on our projects and to publicly thank the wonderful individuals, businesses, 
and organizations that have donated to the Fund. 

But there’s more exciting news! 

ICFF is proud to have been chosen to participate in the Building Community 
Capacity Challenge Grant. We have been challenged to raise $500,000 for our 
unrestricted endowment account before December 2020. Every $2 donated to 
ICFF’s unrestricted endowment will earn an additional $1 up to the maximum grant 
of $250,000.

The unrestricted endowment account is a “forever savings account” built with 
donations that will create a legacy serving Imperial for generations to come. Each 
year, the investment return earned on this endowment account is available to help 
build our community’s hopes and dreams. As our endowment has grown, so too 
has our ability to make a greater impact on the future of Imperial. 

Thanks to many generous donors, we have already reached $400,000 in cash 
and pledges! For every $50,000 we collect, $25,000 is deposited into our 
unrestricted endowment account. This is an amazing opportunity for our little 
hometown! Approximately 4.5% in investment earnings is returned to Imperial 
EVERY year to make grants within our community. Just imagine what we can do to 
keep Imperial growing and thriving!

We are well on our way, but we need your help to cross the finish line. Won’t you 
join with us in reaching our goal? 

At this time of year, we naturally reflect on our blessings and give thanks. You 
inspire all of us on the Fund Advisory Committee. On behalf of everyone on our 
FAC, I extend our deepest gratitude and our warmest wishes this holiday season.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Haarberg, ICFF Chair

OUR VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

Elizabeth Haarberg, Chair
Tyler Pribbeno, Vice Chair

Brianna Pribbeno, Secretary
Doug Gaswick, Treasurer

Hannah Meeske, Student Representative
Charley Colton
Tanna Hanna
Elna Johnson
Brenda Ledall

Jane Moreland
Lori Pankonin

OUR STAR BUILDERS
Our Star Builders program recognizes the generous organizations, individuals, and families that have pledged significant 
support to our community unrestricted endowment and are improving the quality of life in Imperial.

DIAMOND 
$50,000 OR MORE

Robert and Jeanette Hunt Family 
Imperial Beef
Loral and Elna Johnson 
Sherwood Challenge Match

PLATINUM 
$20,000 TO $50,000

Adams Bank and Trust 
Doug and Judy Gaswick
Marvin and Arlene Large, Large’s Farm
Russ and Lori Pankonin 
Pinnacle Bank
Dorothy Weiss
Georgia and Richard Whitcomb, in 

memory of George and Leona Newman

GOLD
$10,000 TO $20,000

21st Century Equipment 
Annonymous Donor
First Bank and Trust
Sid and Carol Harchelroad
McNair Agency 
Michal and Jane Moreland
Elsie Newman
Les and Sue Smith

SILVER
$5,000 TO $10,000

AgWest Commodities, LLC 
John and Cheri Burke
Farmers and Merchants Bank

Dirk and Elizabeth Haarberg, Haarberg 
Farms

Matt and Tanna Hanna
Imperial Super Foods
Jeff and Diane Kuenne
Gary and Brenda Ledall 
Gary and Carolyn Lee
Jeff and Jo Leyland
Cedric and Sherrie McDaniel
Dan and Tiffany Reeves
Spear Circle Ranch, The Nolon Family
Terryberry Farms
Matt and Carrie Terryberry

BRONZE  
$2,500 TO $5,000

John Buckner 
Joel Burke
Doug and Becky Carman
Charles and Carla Colton
Kay Haarberg
Dennis and Zo Kunnemann
Tom and Lynn Luhrs
Donald Maucher
Meeske Land and Cattle
Roger and Jean Moline
Moreland Land Company 
Jim and Linda Pirog
Logan and Brianna Pribbeno
Robertson Farms, Inc.
Steggs Aerial Spraying
Bart Stromberger
Sheila Stromberger
Betty Terryberry
Bill and Nancy Weir Memorial

STAR  
$1,000 TO $2,500

Chuck and Jean Adams 

B D Construciton
Don and Jan Banks
Dennis Batterman
In Honor of Fred Bessler - by Three Peaks 

Capital
Merle Bock
Randy and Leslie Carlholm
Art and Liz Creveling
In Honor of Thaine Crown - by Three Peaks 

Capital
Ron and Linda Cunningham
Dr. Daniel and Kim Einspahr
Tom Elder
John & Kara Engbrecht
Frenchman Valley Produce
Mark & Linda Graff
Groff Ag Improvements
Alberta Grosbach
Don & Pauline Grosbach
In Memory of Eugene Haarberg
Jim & Mary Haarberg
Kelly & Jordan Hammerlun
Jim & Pam Hanes
Dillon & Ashley Harchelroad
Lloyd & Kay Hazard
Anette Hazuka
Ron & Mary Lou Hegwood
Sarah Helm Imig
Highline Electric, Inc.
Sheri Hink-Wagner
Dwight & Gladys Hoff
The Home Decor
Merril & Sylvia Hymphreys
Imperial Auction Market
Imperial Country Ford
Imperial Credit Union
Imperial Lions Club
In Memory of Amanda Johnson
Brenda Johnson Brandt 
Kurt Johnson
Randy Johnson
Ron & Jeri Johnson
John & Linda Keil

Martin & Lois Leibbrandt 
Liewer Funeral Home
Annette Longan
Butch & Kathy Loring
Gordon & Mary Luhrs
Mike & Janet McDonald
Alex & Kristi McNair
Pat & Linda McNair
McPherron Skiles & Loop
Frank & Carol Medsker
Lloyd & Lynette Meeske
Ron & Monna Milner
Neva Molzer
Ronnie & Bonnie Mortiz
Nelnet
Chris Nix DDS
John & Joan Osler
Pivot Electric
Pizza Hut
Prairie States Communications
Jeff & Connie Pribbeno
Tyler Pribbeno
Willard & Ava Rouze Family
Sandy Rufenacht
Sandhills State Bank
Terry Savage
David & Candace Schilke
Steven & Deborah Schilke
Janet Sheaffer
Bryce & Wanda Shopp
In Memory of Les Smith
Jeff & Dianna Steggs
Wilma Stromberger
T.O. Haas Tire
Three Peaks Capital Management
Sam & Virginia Unzicker
Dustin & Cyndi Weiss
Charles Wilbrand
Jane Wilkinson
Kirk & Mary Wilson
Donna Winscot

I would like to make a forever gift to Imperial’s community unrestricted endowment!

ONE CONTRIBUTION in full: $_____________________ to be paid by_ ___________________ .

ANNUALLY: $_ ____________________per year for_______ years beginning_______________ .

QUARTERLY: $_____________________per quarter for_____ quarters beginning_ ____________ .

MONTHLY by ACH withdrawal from my bank account: $_ _____________ per month for_________ months beginning_ ______________ . 

Please request and complete a Donor ACH Authorization form.

I would like to fulfill my pledge with:  Cash     Marketable securities     Other 

Donor Name(s)_ ________________________________________________ Email_________________________________________

Address_ ______________________________________________________ Phone _______________________________________

Signature______________________________________________________ Date_________________________________________

Mail to: PO Box 1281 | Imperial, NE 69033. Or save a stamp and donate online at www.imperialfoundation.org.

Imperial Community Foundation Fund is an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation.



COMMUNITY CELEBRATION ENDS WITH A CHALLENGE!

On May 4, Imperial Community 
Foundation Fund hosted 
an all-day community 

celebration culminating with an exciting 
announcement that will forever change 
the future of our community.

The day started with complimentary 
cinnamon rolls and coffee at 509 
Broadway and the community center men’s 
group. Sangria, beer and wine tasting 
at Broken Arrow Cellars again brought 
people together late that afternoon with 
appetizers and great conversation.

The celebration then moved to the Chase 
County Fairgrounds for an evening of 
history, music and more time with friends 
and neighbors. Charley Colton, one of 
our ICFF advisory committee members, 
is known for his expertise as a Chase 
County historian. He shared an hour of 
fascinating history utilizing photographs 
from the past century. 

A taco/nacho bar followed leading up to 
a concert by Imperial natives, The Talbott 
Brothers. Our community takes great 
pride in Nick and Tyler Talbott’s success 

in writing songs and travelling the country 
to share their guitar and vocal talents. We 
really appreciated their efforts to come 
home to help us celebrate!

Best of all, members of the ICFF 
advisory committee got to share news 
of a transformative challenge grant 
opportunity that will significantly increase 
our community’s unrestricted endowment 
and allow us to dream bigger than 
ever before! Thanks to many generous 
contributions, we are already over 75 
percent of the way to our goal! But we 
need everyone’s help. Please consider 
making a forever contribution to the 
community we all love. You can find more 
information on how to do so on the back 
of this newsletter. 

PHOTO: Members of the ICFF Advisory Committee 
and challenge grant campaign team announce an 
opportunity to grow Imperial’s unrestricted endowment 
by $750,000!

GOOD FUN, GREAT CAUSE

ICFF’s fall golf tournament, held 
September 26 at the Imperial 
Country Club, was for the benefit 

of the challenge grant campaign and 
brought various age groups together on 
a Thursday. Besides providing generous 
flag prizes, several local businesses 
sponsored four-person teams, many 
made up of their own employees. 
Imperial’s younger generation was 
well represented, and the tournament 
provided fun community camaraderie for 
a great cause!

NEBRASKA ASTRONAUT TELLS LOCAL STUDENTS 
TO FOLLOW THEIR DREAMS

ICFF regularly provides grants to the 
Science Camps Offer Rewarding 
Experiences (S.C.O.R.E.) Camp, 

giving hundreds of elementary school 
children a fun, hands-on approach to 
exploring the wonders of science. This 
year S.C.O.R.E. Camp brought 330 
students from 10 states to Imperial . . . 
plus one NASA astronaut!

The Fund was proud to provide financial 
support for this year’s featured speaker, 
astronaut Clayton Anderson. Originally 
from Ashland, NE, Anderson told 
students to work hard and never give 
up on their dreams. He shared the story 
of his long journey to become a NASA 
astronaut and the many challenges 
he faced along the way. Community 
members of all ages also had the 
opportunity to hear Anderson speak in 
an evening program and be inspired to 
make their own dreams come true!

SMOKIN’ ON BROADWAY

The Fourth Annual Smokin’ on Broadway 
event, sponsored by the Imperial Chamber of 
Commerce, started off with a bike parade, a 

Magic Show with Adam White, painting activities, 
a petting zoo, Lego building competition, Escape 
Room, and an oversized sandbox for the community 
children. At the other end of the city block, the wood 
fired contestants were smoking pork ribs, brisket, and 
pulled pork for the competition and public sampling. 
The day was lively with salsa sampling, hot wings 
and hot dog eating contests, along with the Iron 
Skillet event. Root Marm Chicken Farm, Chris Larson, 
and Dream Feed provided music entertainment for 
the crowd in the evening.

Imperial Community Foundation Fund is glad to 
provide support—both volunteer and financial—for 
this special community gathering.

BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE AT THE 
CATTLEMEN’S BALL

The two-day 2019 Cattlemen’s Ball of Nebraska event brought 
thousands of visitors to Chase County in June.

Many attendees had an opportunity to enjoy the Imperial 
Community Foundation Fund sponsored history tent where photos, stories, 
and knowledgeable Nebraska historians brought history to life. 

An estimated 2,900 people attended the activities and gathered in the 
main tent for the final banquet and concert. Ninety percent of the ball’s 
proceeds benefit the Buffett Cancer Center with the remainder supporting 
health and wellness programs in the area. 

GROWING OUR ASSETS

Nebraska farmers and ranchers are saving 
significantly on their taxes by contributing 
commodities like corn or cattle to their local 

community foundation fund. ICFF is ready and well-
equipped to accept gifts of grain and livestock to 
benefit our community’s unrestricted endowment.

Check with your professional advisor to determine 
whether a contribution of grain or livestock is 
appropriate for your tax situation. It is also important 
that you notify Nebraska Community Foundation in 
advance of making your gift of commodities to the 
Imperial Community Foundation Fund, as there are 
specific (but simple) procedures that must be followed.

Visit Nebraska Community Foundation’s Gift 
Planning website (www.ncfgift.org) for details on 
the benefits and process of making a charitable gift 
of grain or livestock, call 402.323.7330 or email 
info@nebcommfound.org. 

INVESTING IN COMMUNITY

McNair Agency contributed $10,000 to the Building Community 
Capacity challenge grant campaign in celebration of 60 years 
as a family business. All three generations of McNairs have built 

a solid reputation on belief in the community and family. Sam (left) and Alex 
McNair (right), represent the third generation in the insurance agency. Alex 
also lends his time and talent to ICFF as a member of the campaign committee. 
Alex and Sam’s father, Pat McNair (center), joined his father, Bill McNair, in 
business years ago. Bill McNair’s legacy lives on not only through the family 
business, but his long-time love of Imperial.


