
R E P R I N T E D  F R O M  T H E  O M A H A  W O R L D - H E R A L D

F R I D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  1 ,  2 0 2 1

The 2020 census is an important tool for 
understanding population trends and de-
mographic shifts in our Greater Nebraska 
hometowns, but it doesn't tell the whole story. 
Articles lamenting the shrinking population 
of rural areas abound, but we know better.

Nebraska Community Foundation's Youth 
Survey is taking a qualitative look at the rea-
sons young Nebraskans choose to remain 
in, return to, or leave their hometowns. Our 
work at NCF suggests there's much to look 
forward to in Greater Nebraska - and we've 
got the numbers to back it up.

Take just one number from our 2021 Ne-
braska Youth Survey: 64. That's the percent-
age of respondents who said their ideal com-
munity is small like their hometown. Of the 
1,000 participating Greater Nebraska stu-
dents, well over half told us their dream com-
munities look a lot like where they live now, 

a reason to believe our future is bright. When 
asked whether a stigma accompanied staying 
in or returning to their community, 76% said 
no. The old narrative about rural communi-
ties is changing and young people in 2021 are 
telling a very different story from those who 
came before them.

Young Nebraskans love the places that 
raised them, and they are also deeply en-
gaged in making them even better. They 
balance sports, jobs, volunteering and club 
activities all while attending school - 87% 
have jobs in their community, and 84% are 
involved in school activities like sports or 
choir. Young Nebraskans are also actively 
improving their places, with 71% saying they 
join others in their town to do something pos-
itive for their community at least once a year.

This is tremendous news for our home-
towns, but there is a caveat. Despite these 
high levels of engagement, only 25% of stu-
dents said they feel they play a role in their 
community. These students are involved. 
They want to play a part in shaping their 
community. It is critical that the adults in 
their lives provide them a seat at the table.

At Nebraska Community Foundation, our 
number one community economic develop-
ment priority is people attraction. We take 
pride in the progress made through philan-
thropy in hundreds of hometowns across 
the NCF network to retain those already in 
community with us and entice newcomers 
who want to be in community with us. The 
2021 Nebraska Community Foundation Youth 
Survey has showed us that keeping students 
in the places that raised them may be even 
more attainable than we once thought.

In the 21st century economy, people can 
choose to live and work almost anywhere, 
provided there's ready access to a computer 
and a steady internet connection. Because of 
this, many experts say places like Greater 
Nebraska are in the midst of a golden oppor-
tunity to attract young people that will keep 
our rural communities growing and thriving.

And that was pre-2020.
The coronavirus pandemic resulted in the 

largest-scale remote work experiment in 
history and proved many jobs can be done 
successfully from just about anywhere in the 
world. This could have an enormous impact 
on our people attraction efforts. Nebraskans 
have long known that local quality-of-life of-
ferings can rival those of just about any oth-
er state. And if thousands of jobs can now be 
done from anywhere in the world ... why not 
right here in Nebraska?

We've been given the chance to author a 
bright future in Greater Nebraska, so long 
as we work alongside our youth. Adults liv-
ing in Greater Nebraska can undertake these 
efforts with confidence, because we already 
know our youth love their hometowns and 
can envision a future there. One of the most 
powerful people attraction strategies may 
also be the simplest - an invitation - to stay, 
return, have a career, start a business, raise a 
family, build a community, and live the good 
life, right here in your hometown.

Jeff Yost is president and CEO of Nebraska 
Community Foundation, a statewide nonprof-
it supporting civic progress across the state. 
Learn more at NebraskaHometown.org.
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 This is not about what would 
happen were the United 
States to default on its debt. 

It’s about what occurred in 2011 
when one party just threatened to 
let that happen.

A Democrat, Barack Obama, was 
president, and for crazy partisan 
reasons, the Republican leadership 
deemed it a smart move to play 
games with the full faith and credit 
of the United States. Wouldn’t 
crashing the economy sully the 
record of a Democratic adminis-
tration and reward us at the polls? 
That’s what they seemed to think.

Well, the standoff  over the debt 
ceiling so spooked the markets 

that the S&P 500 index fell 7% in 
one day, erasing $1 trillion dollars 
from Americans’ net worth. Con-
sumer confi dence crashed to a low 
point not seen since the dregs of 
the fi nancial meltdown a few years 
before.

As a bonus kick in the nation’s 
rear, the specter of a major polit-
ical party putting into question 
America’s willingness to pay back 
money owed prompted Standard 
& Poor’s to take away America’s 
triple-A credit rating. We still 
haven’t gotten it back. Casting 
doubt on our readiness to repay 
investors has since cost the U.S. 
Treasury an estimated $19 billion 
in higher interest costs.

By the way, nine countries have 
triple-A ratings. They are Austra-
lia, Denmark, Germany, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Singapore, Sweden and Switzer-
land.

Republicans are at it again. As 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell put it dishonestly, 
irresponsibly and treacherously, 
“There’s no chance Republicans 
will help lift Democrats’ credit 
limit.” I’ll spare you his blah-
blah-blah about socialism or that 
raising the debt limit would “help 
China.” Be assured that China is 
delighted at the disgraceful spec-
tacle of national disfunction. 

About the money owed: We 
raise the debt limit to pay for 
spending that has already been 
authorized, not future spending. 
And much of the spending and 
debt Republicans are now de-
nouncing was their own, super-
charged under the guidance of 
former President Donald Trump.

During the Trump administra-
tion, the ratio of U.S. debt to the 
size of the economy surpassed 
100% for the fi rst time since 

World War II. And no, Trump’s 
tax cuts didn’t come close to 
paying for themselves but in fact 
bloated further defi cits. Republi-
can spending, meanwhile, went 
off  the charts. And in those four 
years, Democrats voted to raise 
the debt ceiling three times.

But what about the COVID-19 
pandemic? Wasn’t Trump sim-
ply dealt a bad economic card? 
He was, although his clown-
ing-around about the seriousness 
of the crisis and failure to force-
fully curb it made the economic 
damage worse than it had to be. 
And do recall that Obama was also 
handed a bad card: He inherited 
an economy in smoking ruins, 
courtesy of his Republican pre-
decessor.

It’s crazy that Congress even 
has to vote on this, but when 
it comes time to raise the debt 
limit, lawmakers simply have to 

do it. The debt ceiling has been 
raised 98 times since World War 
II. It was done under Republican 
Ronald Reagan 18 times.

This may refl ect the right 
wing’s determination to subject 
America to chaos all the time. 
But Republicans should drop the 
notion that playing chicken with 
the country’s creditworthiness is 
a political winner.

Americans were not amused by 
the stress and higher borrowing 
costs perpetrated by the insanity 
of 10 years ago. And they didn’t 
blame Democrats for it. The next 
year, Obama was elected for a sec-
ond term, and Democrats gained 
two seats in the Senate and eight 
seats in the House.

Republicans will not win hearts 
by insisting that they don’t have 
to help America repay its debts — 
especially since they racked up so 
much of them.

Stop playing chicken with US creditworthiness

Generals disappoint  
Watching the hearing with the top 

brass looked as though the only things 
missing were clowns and popcorn. The 
fact that they threw President Joe Biden 
under the bus isn’t as scary as the hypoc-
risy of how President Donald Trump was 
treated by some of these same talking 
heads with stars. Even more frightening 
is that while Biden was being contra-
dicted, the notion that he is lying is not 
nearly as dangerous as being delusional 
and forgetful.

Gen. Mark Milley all but admitted un-
dermining chain of command authority 
of the former president and treating him 
like a pariah while Lt. Col. Stuart Scheller 
sits in the brig for merely pointing out 
the wrong actions of the generals (aka 
“The emperor has no clothes”). These 
generals only spoke up to save their own 
keisters when they were on the line.

This reminded me of how some military 
offi  cers, once they achieve the exalted 
rank of full colonel and above, mysteri-
ously transform from respected “warf-
ighter” into worthless politician. Fortu-
nately, one of my last company command-
ers (not a colonel, but a captain at the 
time) became our U.S. senator in my state 
and remained honest and consistent!

Between Nebraska and Iowa, we have 
three senators willing to hold those 
accountable who are in need of such. 
These generals, just like President Biden, 
defl ect blame and seem more concerned 

about future book deals than the good of 
the country.

Mel B. Shelnutt, Clarinda, Iowa

Low credit scores  
Well, both Sens. Ben Sasse and Deb 

Fischer ignored the red ink resulting 
from their vote for the 2017 tax bill give-
away and have refrained from voting to 
raise the debt limit of the United States. 
They are fi ne with our country defaulting 
on debts previously incurred. Their credit 
scores as concerned with the common 
good just went to zero.

Robert Sigler, Omaha

Conservative view  
In response to James Regan’s Pulse 

letter on Sept. 26, we are conservatives. 
We live within our budget, not overspend-
ing. He mentioned Social Security; that is 
something each person has paid into and 
our government has spent that already.

Our forefathers set up unemployment 
to be for so many months and then get a 
job. I Timothy 5: 1-16 says: But if anyone 
does not provide for their relatives and 
especially for members of his household, 
he has denied the faith and is worse than 
an unbeliever.

Years ago, family took care of their 
elders and family members. Today, many 
people want the government to take care 
of them. We need to take care of our 
family and neighbors.

The government doesn’t need to be 
giving a handout like it’s doing now. This 
is why our government is in such debt. 
We’re for cutting Medicaid, Medicare, 
farm subsidies if the government is will-
ing to quit giving all the money to every-
one instead of getting a job.

Please pray for our country and its 
leaders for the Godly wisdom our Al-
mighty intended.

Glenn Eileen Chvatal, Prague, Neb. 

Save lives now 
Alert! “Diploma mills” are still in busi-

ness! How else could so many governors 
be transformed over night into expert 
immunologists, microbiologists and epi-
demiologists, self acknowledged as bet-
ter informed on precise health policies 
than career-long scientists and public 
health offi  cials?

Alas, their orientation is political 
and only occasionally corresponds to 
science-based health policies! How else 
would we have a governor threatening to 
withhold operating funds from schools 
that mandated masks, dismissing evi-
dence for reduced risks of infection by 
mask wearers?

Governors, for life’s sake, respect your 
public heath offi  cials’ recommendations 
unless you want more years of this cri-
sis. You’ll save lives, and that’s positive 
politics!

Lavon Sumption, Lincoln 

THE PUBLIC PULSE 

The 2020 census is an important tool for under-
standing population trends and demographic 
shifts in our Greater Nebraska hometowns, but 

it doesn’t tell the whole story. Articles lamenting the 
shrinking population of rural areas abound, but we 
know better.

Nebraska Community Foundation’s Youth Sur-
vey is taking a qualitative look at the reasons young 
Nebraskans choose to remain in, return to, or leave 
their hometowns. Our work at NCF suggests there’s 
much to look forward to in Greater Nebraska — and 
we’ve got the numbers to back it up.

Take just one number from our 2021 Nebraska Youth 
Survey: 64. That’s the percentage of respondents who 
said their ideal community is small like their home-
town. Of the 1,000 participating Greater Nebraska stu-
dents, well over half told us their dream communities 
look a lot like where they live now, a reason to believe 
our future is bright. When asked whether a stigma ac-
companied staying in or returning to their community, 
76% said no. The old narrative about rural communities 
is changing and young people in 2021 are telling a very 
diff erent story from those who came before them. 

Young Nebraskans love the places that raised them, 
and they are also deeply engaged in making them 
even better. They balance sports, jobs, volunteering 
and club activities all while attending school — 87% 
have jobs in their community, and 84% are involved 
in school activities like sports or choir. Young Nebras-
kans are also actively improving their places, with 71% 
saying they join others in their town to do something 
positive for their community at least once a year.

This is tremendous news for our hometowns, but 
there is a caveat. Despite these high levels of engage-
ment, only 25% of students said they feel they play a 
role in their community. These students are involved. 
They want to play a part in shaping their community. 
It is critical that the adults in their lives provide them 
a seat at the table.

At Nebraska Community Foundation, our num-
ber one community economic development priority 
is people attraction. We take pride in the progress 
made through philanthropy in hundreds of home-
towns across the NCF network to retain those already 
in community with us and entice newcomers who 
want to be in community with us. The 2021 Nebraska 
Community Foundation Youth Survey has showed us 
that keeping students in the places that raised them 
may be even more attainable than we once thought.

In the 21st century economy, people can choose 
to live and work almost anywhere, provided there’s 
ready access to a computer and a steady internet 
connection. Because of this, many experts say places 
like Greater Nebraska are in the midst of a golden 
opportunity to attract young people that will keep 
our rural communities growing and thriving.

And that was pre-2020.
The coronavirus pandemic resulted in the larg-

est-scale remote work experiment in history and 
proved many jobs can be done successfully from just 
about anywhere in the world. This could have an 
enormous impact on our people attraction eff orts. 
Nebraskans have long known that local quality-of-life 
off erings can rival those of just about any other state. 
And if thousands of jobs can now be done from any-
where in the world ... why not right here in Nebraska?

We’ve been given the chance to author a bright 
future in Greater Nebraska, so long as we work along-
side our youth. Adults living in Greater Nebraska can 
undertake these eff orts with confi dence, because we 
already know our youth love their hometowns and 
can envision a future there. One of the most powerful 
people attraction strategies may also be the simplest 
— an invitation — to stay, return, have a career, start 
a business, raise a family, build a community, and live 
the good life, right here in your hometown.

Jeff  Yost is president and CEO of Nebraska Community 
Foundation, a statewide nonprofi t supporting 
civic progress across the state. Learn more at 
NebraskaHometown.org.

Opportunities 
for Greater 
Nebraska
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MORE COMMENTARY

 After last week’s House vote that 
saw all but one Democrat, Rep. 
Henry Cuellar, D-TX, and no Re-

publicans vote for the Women’s Health 
and Protection Act, a bill that would 
establish a federal right to an abortion, 
the party that once claimed to stand for 
“the little guy” — the littlest being the 
unborn baby — has now hit the trifecta. 
It has become the party of death, debt 
and debauchery. Deception could be 
added, but that would require changing 
the metaphor to the Four Horsemen of 
the Apocalypse.

If the Democrats’ multitrillion-dol-
lar spending bill clears both houses of 
Congress (at the moment a dubious 
proposition, but stay tuned), it will 
increase the national debt past already 
unsustainable levels. The eff ect will 
likely be to addict more people to gov-
ernment and thus bring more votes for 
Democrats, who will likely warn people 
not to vote for Republicans, or risk los-
ing their government benefi ts.

President Biden claims the spend-
ing will be “paid for” by raising taxes 
on “the rich” and corporations, a re-
frain Democrats have sung for decades, 
along with the “pay their fair share” 
lyric. It isn’t true. Even if the gov-
ernment imposed a 100% tax on the 
rich and corporations it would not be 
enough to pay the bill, according to the 
Manhattan Institute and a number of 
others who have done the math. 

When it comes to deception, just 
look at what we once called the south-
ern border. It no longer exists. Secre-
tary of the misnamed Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), Alejandro 

Mayorkas, has claimed on several occa-
sions, that “the border is closed.” Last 
Sunday, he acknowledged as many as 
12,000 Haitians have been admitted 
to the U.S. None have been tested for 
COVID-19, according to DHS.

Why is the Biden administration doing 
so little about a migration that has be-
come an invasion? Cynics might argue 
President Biden and his fellow Demo-
crats are importing future voters for the 
party. Notice they are less hospitable to 
Cuban migrants, perhaps because, ac-
cording to Pew Research Center, Cubans 
are mostly conservative and vote for Re-
publicans, especially in Florida, a critical 
swing state in presidential elections.

As for debauchery, look no further 
than the defi nition of the word: “Ex-
cessive indulgence in sensual pleasures; 
intemperance.” How many Democrats 

are known for legislatively supporting 
what once were considered traditional 
values?

Some on the right — and occasionally 
in the center, such as New York Times 
columnist Ross Douthat — are already 
suggesting that the eight-month-old 
Biden administration is a failure. In 
his column last Sunday, titled “Can 
Joe Biden Recover?”, Douthat lists just 
some of Biden’s failures as president, 
including his increasingly obvious lack 
of clear-headedness, to put it charitably.

Whether he is a failure depends on 
the defi nition of that word. It appears 
to me that Biden and his fellow Demo-
crats in Congress are a raging success as 
they advance policies that undermine 
American economic strength, military 
preparedness, and the destruction of 
what is left of our moral foundation.
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