
REGISTER AT NEBCOMMFOUND.ORG/CELEBRATE

Nebraska Community Foundation personally invites you to Unleash Active Hope at our biggest event of the year—
the 2021 Annual Celebration! Join hundreds of the most ambitious and dedicated Nebraskans to share ideas, learn 
from one another, and work together to achieve our dreams. In 2021 we focus on unleashing the active hope that 
is fueling a movement to better our Nebraska hometowns. Bring your most audacious ideas, unbridled optimism, 
and boldest vision for a brighter future.

Due to the ongoing pandemic, we are making some [exciting!] changes to this event.

 As usual, our all-day training will occur in-person on Thursday, November 18.
 Instead of our usual banquet, Thursday evening will feature a unique “Night on the Bricks” experience celebrating 

McCook and Southwest Nebraska. This event will take place in multiple locations throughout downtown McCook 
and will feature countless opportunities to taste, see, and feel Southwest Nebraska.

Preserving the health and safety of the NCF network is our top priority. Please help us protect our community by 
reading the COVID-19 precautions outlined on page five of this brochure.

Annual Celebration
A N D  T R A I N I N G 

NEBRASKA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S

MCCOOK  •  NOVEMBER 18, 2021
MCCOOK COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Registration Opens 
7:00 AM: Check-in at the registration desk and receive your swag bag and materials for the day. Grab a cup 
of coffee, say hi to your neighbor, and get ready to unleash active hope!

Welcome and Opening Plenary / What is Active Hope?
8:30–9:45 AM: Our first session of the day aims to energize, reconnect, and unleash your active hope! Enjoy 
the opportunity to meet your Greater Nebraska peers and hear stories from all across the NCF network about the 
role active hope is playing in our hometowns.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18



MORNING BREAKOUTS: 
10:15–11:45 AM

You’ve Got What They Want:  
People Attraction in Greater Nebraska
People can live and work just about anywhere they want. The real question: Why do I want to live, work, and raise 
my family in your community? In this session you’ll learn elements of an effective people attraction strategy and 
how to leverage what you already have to make your community more magnetic to new residents.

Big Dreams, Small Steps
Join us for an inspirational experience of identifying manageable (bite-sized!) goals and actionable small steps (you 
can do this!) to get you and your community closer to achieving its biggest dreams.

Making Impactful Grants
Are you ready to change the future? Learn how to make grants that will leave a lasting, positive impact on the future 
of your place. NCF affiliated fund leaders share their building blocks to making more powerful grants and the ripple 
effects they’ve witnessed as a result.  

Bringing Our Own Back Home:   
Hosting a 2022 Hometown Intern
Youthful energy is a powerful force and NCF’s Hometown Internship Program is just one way community volunteers 
are inviting young people to return home and co-create the future. If you are interested in having a Hometown 
Intern further the work of your affiliated fund in the summer of 2022, join us for this session! 

Engaging Youth in Your Community: They Are Our Future!
Learn about the many ways NCF affiliated funds are engaging youth in their work. From youth grant committees to 
philanthropy contests, focus groups, visioning sessions, surveys, and more, Fund Advisory Committees across the 
state are inviting young people to share their dreams for the future in all kinds of innovative ways.

Capacity Building Impact Grantmaking People Attraction Diversity and 
Inclusion

Marketing Greater 
Nebraska

Fundraising for the 
Future

Our breakout sessions will cover a wide variety of topics important to those working to build a Greater 
Nebraska. Look for these icons for insights into the skills you will hone in sessions offered throughout the day.



Harnessing the Transfer of Wealth with Planned Giving 
Attend this session to understand and communicate the transfer of wealth in your home place and how this abundance 
can help your affiliated fund with mission fulfillment. We will especially focus on using planned giving to capitalize 
local endowments.

Unleashing Opportunities to Go Further Faster 
Nebraska Community Foundation offers a wide variety of resources—are you utilizing them to the fullest? Learn all 
about how Hometown Internships, Youth Surveys, The Dream Switch Project, and Impact Planning can help unleash 
active hope in your community.

Learn the WHY and HOW to a Successful Challenge Grant Campaign  
Challenge grants have been a key component to unrestricted endowment building in our hometowns for years. Big 
or small, challenge grants provide a special opportunity for challengers to give back to the places they love. Learn 
why your fund should consider a challenge grant, hear stories from challenge grant donors, and learn from funds 
that have successfully risen to the occasion.

All Are Welcome
This dynamic discussion about embracing diversity in our state will center on youth voices. Together we’ll work to 
build empathy, hone our active listening skills, and create more welcoming spaces.

LUNCH: 
12:00—1:15 PM

Intergenerational Transfer of Wealth: What If? 
Question: What if just five percent of the intergenerational transfer of wealth were given to the communities where 
the wealth was made and accumulated? The answer: transformational change. Hundreds of billions of dollars will be 
passing from generation to generation in the next few decades. Will some of this abundance benefit your hometown? 
Or will it go entirely to taxes and family living elsewhere? Join us to learn about the transfer of wealth opportunity and 
how your affiliated fund can help create a community culture of reinvesting local wealth to ensure a prosperous future.

AFTERNOON BREAKOUTS: 
1:45—3:00 PM

New Tools for Your Marketing Toolbox
Did you know that one of the perks of affiliation is access to NCF’s full-service communications department? This 
session will take you through some tricks of the trade as well as resources available to you now, and what to do 
when you need a little help.



BUS TOURS AND MINI FILM FESTIVAL: 
3:10–4:20 PM

We’re offering several unique experiences sure to unleash your active hope before the evening’s festivities 
officially start!

Bus Tours | Experience Nebraska’s hotspot in all her glory. See historic landmarks, local points of pride, 
and hear about the unbelievable accomplishments of the McCook Community Foundation Fund.

Tour Times | 3:10–3:40 PM
	 3:50–4:20 PM

Mini Film Festival | Over two and a half decades of community building and we’ve got the film footage 
to prove it. Enjoy inspiring videos about communities across the network by master storyteller and 
NCF videographer Brian Kreikemeier. 

Films will be shown at the Fox Theatre which will also serve as the bus tour pick-up and drop-off location.

NIGHT ON THE BRICKS
4:30–9:00 PM

Rural Leadership Symposium
9:00 AM–1:00 PM: Organized by local leaders, this event features thought-provoking talks 
from inspiring Nebraskans including our own President & CEO, Jeff Yost! Cost: $35. 
Register: https://www.cultivateruralleaders.com/cultivate-rural-leadership-symposium

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19

Taste, see, and feel Southwest Nebraska! Let your Night on the Bricks passport serve as your guide 
as you move throughout downtown McCook to experience live entertainment, delicious food, 
videos celebrating the region, and an all-around unforgettable evening! Many downtown locations 
will remain open late for shopping and tours.

Passports will be included in your training registration materials and made available at the Keystone 
Business Center.



EVENT REGISTRATION COSTS AND DEADLINES

Affiliated Fund Annual Training 
$35 per person ($75 for those not affiliated with NCF)

Night on the Bricks 
Progressive dinner free of charge, bring cash for drinks and shopping!

Deadline for All of the Above
November 1, 2021

LODGING INFORMATION

Cobblestone Hotel & Suites | 1301 US-83, McCook, NE 69001
Reservations by calling 308.777.2000. Block of rooms is under “Nebraska Community Foundation.”

Horse Creek Inn | 1 Bison Holiday Dr, McCook, NE 69001
Reservations by calling 308.340.9182. Block of rooms is under “Nebraska Community Foundation.”

Quality Inn & Suites | 901 US-83, McCook, NE 69001
Reservations by calling 308.304.2351. Block of rooms is under “Nebraska Community Foundation.”

Holiday Inn Express | 711 US-83, McCook, NE 69001
Reservations by calling 308.737.3005. Block of rooms is under “Nebraska Community Foundation.”

All hotel rooms subject to availability after November 1, 2021 

REGISTRATION INFO CONTINUES ON THE BACK  

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS

 We expect all attendees to use COVID-19 prevention strategies including regular handwashing 
and social distancing. If you are ill, please stay home and join us at next year’s celebration.

 Masks are welcome, encouraged, and will be provided as needed. Any masking mandates put 
in place by our hosting venues or local health/government officials will be strictly adhered to.

 Vaccination for COVID-19 is highly encouraged.

 Event is subject to change as pandemic conditions evolve.

The health of our network is critical to the success of our network and we will continue to explore 
ways to hold this event safely. Thank you for your assistance in protecting our community.



SEND COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORMS

Mail to: Nebraska Community Foundation, PO Box 83107, Lincoln, NE 68501-3107

Email: info@nebcommfound.org                             Fax: 402.323.7349 

Or download this brochure and register online at www.nebcommfound.org/celebrate

OTHER INFORMATION

 NCF’s Annual Celebration will be video recorded, audio recorded, and photographed.

 By submitting your registration, you are giving NCF permission to use your image in publications and online.

 All times listed are Central Standard Time.

 The Affiliated Fund Annual Training registration fee will help offset a portion of the cost to provide training.

 If you have questions about NCF’s Annual Celebration contact us at 402.323.7330 or info@nebcommfound.org




