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MATCHING GRANT AWARDED

Last October, the Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund (FLFF) was
honored to receive a $20,000 matching grant from the Earl and Jessie
Wilkins Fund and the Fillmore County Foundation. This generous grant
matched private and business donations made to FLFF, doubling the
impact of every contribution. Thanks to the incredible support of our
community, we are proud to share that we raised the full $20,000 in
matching donations—maximizing the grant and bringing in a total of
$40,000 to support the future of Fairmont.
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FUND
ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (FAC)

Our FAC is made up of

nine dedicated community

volunteers who share a
passion for Fairmont and
take pride in our village.
We are committed to

making a positive impact
and investing in the future
of our community. If you
have any questions about
the Legacy Fund or would

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT

Giving to an unrestricted endowment means putting dollars to work
for a community, not just for today, but forever. An endowment is a
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permanent fund where the principal is invested and a portion of the
earnings are distributed annually for grant making. An unrestricted
endowment offers incredible opportunity because it allows for
flexibility to meet the everchanging needs of our community.

YOUR CONTRIBUTION

With today’s technology, young people have the flexibility to live
and work almost anywhere—including right here in Fairmont.
Surveys conducted by the Nebraska Community Foundation
show that more than half of young people from small towns
would prefer to return home to work and raise their families if
career opportunities were available. Additionally, over 40% have
aspirations of owning their own business.

It's up to us to make that a reality. By investing in Fairmont, we
are creating opportunities that encourage future generations to
build their lives here—ensuring our community remains a
thriving, vibrant place to live, work, and grow. Your contribution
to the Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund helps shape the future,
making Fairmont a place where the next generation can
rediscover and continue the good life we've always cherished.

IMPACT GRANT IN FAIRMONT

The Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund (FLFF) is proud to announce that
we are funding group swim lessons in Fairmont this summer! This
marks our very first impact grant, and we're thrilled to invest these
funds directly back into our community. Supporting swim lessons not
only promotes safety and confidence in our youth, but also encourages
healthy, active lifestyles. We're excited to make a splash with this first
investment—and we can'’t wait to see what other opportunities lie ahead
as we continue to support Fairmont’s future!
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I would like to do my part to build
) a stronger future for Fairmont.
Contribution Enclosed: $

Annually: S

Donor Name(s)
Address:

Signature:
_ I'would like my gift to be anonymous

Make Checks Payable to Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund with either “General Act.” or
“Endowment” in the memo line.

Mail checks to: Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund, PO Box 252, Fairmont, NE 68354

like to learn more, we'd

love to connect and have a

conversation with you!

Rhonda Veleba, Chair
308-379-7239

Paul Bettger, Vice Chair
402-366-3584

Bryce Kassik, Treasurer
402-366-2412

Karen Margheim,
Secretary
785-656-0572

Leslie Carroll
402-266-1294

Shelia Lauby
402-297-9317

Wanda Marget
402-366-8012

Ashley Risseeuw
402-366-2726

Aaron Veleba
402-759-1111
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WORKING TOWARDS OUR GOALS

What is the Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund doing to achieve
its goals? We want to encourage everyone to make a “habit of
giving back” to the community. We invite all residents, and
people who have moved away, to make gifts to our community-
both large and small. Each year, a portion of those contributions
are placed in a permanent endowment, which is invested to
create a source of funding for annual grants to improve to our
community. The endowment funds will be held and invested in
perpetuity, creating an asset for the community that remains
forever. Some contributions will also be used to support
immediate community needs.

A WORD OF THANKS

WE WISH TO THANK all of our donors and contributors! We are
still just beginning our journey with Nebraska Community
Foundation as they dare us to dream big dreams for our
community and surrounding rural area. One thing NCF stresses
is that gifts come in the form of more than just money. They
come in the form of “time, talent, and treasure.” One thing our
fund has discussed is that we want the word “grateful” to be
synonymous with the Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund. We
wish to extend our sincerest gratitude for every monetary
donation given to our fund, great or small. Just as importantly,
we want to thank everyone who helps us in the giving of their
time or talent. This type of gift is just as important. YOU ARE SO
APPRECIATED! There are so many Fairmont community heroes,
living both close and far away, working to make this a better
place for all to live and visit. To all of you, thank you for believing
in the importance of community, the power of dreams, and the
future of the Village of Fairmont.
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Fillmore County’s 10-year transfer
of wealth is approximately
$631 million. If 5% were captured
to benefit our community, that
would equate to $32 million.

In April, three members of the

FLFF committee—Paul Bettger,

Shelia Lauby, and Rhonda Veleba

—attended a Peer Learning session AT

in Friend alongside representatives from 12 other area foundations.
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A NOTE FROM THE LEGACY FUND

The Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund (FLFF) has been hard at work
building a brighter future for the Fairmont community. Established
in May 2024 as an affiliated fund of the Nebraska Community
Foundation, FLFF is dedicated to fostering long-term growth and
opportunity for our village.

In the fall of 2024, the volunteer-led committee completed six hours
of action planning, collaborating to establish a vision, mission, and
value statements. They also set ambitious three- and ten-year
financial goals, reinforcing their shared purpose: strengthening and
enhancing Fairmont for generations to come.

The community of Fairmont celebrated many milestones in 2024,
with the establishment of FLFF being one of them. Other highlights
include the Veterans Memorial dedication ceremony, which
welcomed over 100 attendees and featured Nebraska’s Governor as
the keynote speaker. The Fairmont Community Club hosted eight
events, including the beloved three-day Old Settler’s Picnic, while
the Historical Society expanded its presence by opening a new
agricultural museum in October.

As we look ahead, FLFF remains committed to investing in the
future of Fairmont, ensuring our village continues to thrive. With
the support of our generous donors and dedicated community
members, we are excited for what’s to come!

Learn more and

ﬁ Follow us on Facebook at support our work at

Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund www.nebcommfound.org/give i




