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Dear Friends of Seward County,

As we reflect on another year of generosity, growth, and commu-
nity spirit, we are proud to share the enduring story of the Lega-
cy Fund for Seward County—a story defined by Forever Impact.

This year’s theme, Forever Impact, speaks to the heart of our
mission: to create lasting change that transcends generations. It's
about more than grants and gifts—it’s about building a foundation
that supports our communities today, tomorrow, and always.

One item that brings this mission into full view is the Legacy
Fund’s logo. The logo, a thoughtful representation of this mis-
sion, visually anchors our commitment. The intersecting lines
trace the borders of Seward County, with highways and Inter-
state 80 weaving through the design. These lines are not just
roads—they are lifelines. They represent connection, movement,
and opportunity. Just as these routes link our towns and neigh-
borhoods, the Legacy Fund links people with purpose, resources
with needs, and vision with action.

The logo’s structure mirrors our approach: grounded in local ge-
ography, yet expansive in reach. It reminds us that every corner
of Seward County matters, and that our work must traverse all
boundaries—geographic, economic, and generational.

Through your support, we’ve funded projects that strengthen ed-
ucation, enhance public spaces, support families, and preserve
our heritage. Each grant is a thread in the fabric of our county’s
future, woven with care and intention.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Together, we are build-
ing a legacy that lasts—a legacy of Forever Impact.

With gratitude,

| Sane Baack

Shane Baack
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Frnd Adigery Commitlee

Each FAC member brings a unique perspective and dedication to the mission

of supporting Seward County through the Legacy Fund. Their collective com-
mitment helps ensure that resources are available so that our communities can
thrive and face challenges with confidence, both now and for future generations.

“I serve on the FAC because we can’t always predict the needs of the future.
This endowment ensures resources to tackle future projects that benefit our
great communities in Seward County. A gift today gives back to our communi-
ties every year, forever. That’s very powerful!”

Adam Greenquist, Vice Chair

“I want Seward County to always be a strong and
caring place for future generations. By giving to . . .
the Legacy Fund, I'm giving back to the commu- Community Beautification &
nity that has given so much to me.” Historical Preservation

Shane Baack, Chair

Bridges: Build Beaver ($5,000)
“As Coordinator with the Legacy Fund, | see how Visitors to Beaver Crossing are
our funds benefit people of all ages in Seward welcomed with an attractive sign and
County. It's rewarding to meet current needs and hardscapes. The community continues
prepare for the future.” to recover from the devastation created
by the EF3 tornado. This grant was made
in partnership with a National Forest
Service grant to replace trees uprooted
from storm damage.

Jan Bruick, Coordinator
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Arts, Culture, & Humanities

Seward County Ag Society Sculpture ($5,000):

This sculpture recognizes 4-H and FFA members who
participated over the 150-year history of the
Seward County Fair. Landscaping was com-
pleted by Seward High School FFA students,
supervised by their teacher Krystin Cast, along
with Brad Kindler from the Nebraska Statewide
Arboretum.

Utica Mural ($2,500): The Utica community
has undergone changes through local philan-
thropic efforts connected to community events
and activities. A mural now greets visitors,
which organizers state is intended to highlight
aspects of the village’s history and values. The
themes represented include the co-op, agri-
culture, the Flying V, railroad, the school, the
Legion, and veterans.

Education

Great Plains Literacy Festival ($5,200): Dusti Bowling, chil-
dren’s author, visited county schools to share her passion for
writing and literacy. As a result of this grant, a 6th grade student
remarked, “Your generosity brought so much creativity and mo-
tivation to our school through sponsoring this author. We are all
forever grateful.” Mya Boggs

Healthcare/Behavioral Health

Heart to Heart Ministries Counseling ($2,000): This grant
supported counseling hours dedicated to facilitating con-
tinued personal development and sustained emotional
well-being for those in need.

Human Services

Hope Crisis Center ($2,000): This county-wide nonprofit
serves the survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault,
and trafficking. Without shelter, safety, and food, it is im-
possible for survivors and their children to move forward,
become independent, and build happy lives.
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Community Support

Seward County Rural Workforce Housing Fenaas jex - ¥ s Colinty Independen
($2,000): The Village of Utica celebrated the re- : ' B
lease of 14 residential lots for the Bronco Heights
subdivision. Brad Wiese, housing specialist, NE Dept.
of Econ. Develop., shared that the value of program
is to provide housing quickly. “We talk about ‘The
Good Life,” and the good life really starts with having
safe and healthy housing for our citizens.”

Parks & Recreation

Seward Bandshell Sail Shades ($7,700): The Seward
Rotary Club celebrated its centennial year by com-
pleting a “signature service project”: Installation of
shade sails at the historic Seward Band Shell.

Milford Kiwanis Playground Padding ($3,000): Milford City Park
serves as a central location for children of all ages. Promoting

play is essential for cognitive development and overall well-being.
Utilizing ‘A’ Grade recycled rubber, the Milford Kiwanis successfully
organized the funding initiatives necessary to secure the play-
ground padding.

Leadership Training

Concordia University, Nebraska FFA
Leadership Development ($500): This
grant provided the resources for 500 FFA
students to complete service projects
benefiting local nursing homes and assist-
ed living facilities in Seward County. No-
sew blankets were donated to the Seward
County sheriff’s office, homeless shelters,
and a local childcare facility.

Community Centers

Seward Wellness Center ($50,000): This multi-year grant is allo-
cated to improve facilities serving youth throughout the county.
The funding is intended to provide children with opportunities
for significant physical and emotional development through
enhanced experiences and activities.
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16 County Golf Classic

The 16 County Golf Classic brought together a
total of 72 players for a remarkably cool day on
the Seward Community Golf Course. Sixteen
sponsors supported the tournament on Septem-
ber 5, helping to make the event a success.

Participants gathered for a Shotgun Start at 9 am,
launching the day’s activities. Throughout the
morning and afternoon, golfers played 18 holes
while enjoying lunch served “on-the-go.” The
event concluded with awards presented to the
men’s and women’s teams with the lowest scores.
Ultimately, the tournament raised over $18,000,
leaving a Forever Impact thanks to a day spent on
the greens.
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Treasure

Cash

A cash donation may qualify for tax deductions and can be made
via check, credit card, or scheduled transfer, helping you maximize
your tax benefits.

Marketable Securities

Donations of publicly traded stocks, bonds, or mutual fund shares
are eligible for valuation at their full market value. In addition to
potential tax advantages, such as avoiding capital gains tax on the
appreciated value of the securities, these gifts can be a tax-efficient
way to give.

Gifts of IRA

Individuals who are 70 1/2 years or older may contribute up to
$100,000 directly from their Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
without the funds being recognized as taxable income. For mar-
ried couples, each spouse may transfer up to $100,000 from their
respective IRAs.

Agricultural Commodities and Livestock

Gifts of agricultural products, such as grain or livestock, can offer
substantial tax savings for farmers. Since the property is transferred
as a gift, the income is not recognized, and production costs may
be deducted as business expenses.

Time & Talent

Join the Fund Advisory Committee (FAC) and impact our organiza-
tion with your expertise. We meet monthly to handle the work of the
endowment and grants.

Leave a Forever Impact Gift
Become a lead or challenge donor or make a planned gift.




The Brad and Sue Bowen
Homegrown Challenge Grant

For many people, "home" refers to the place
where they were raised, while for others, it
represents where they have spent a signif-
icant part of their lives. For Brad and Sue
Bowen, home is Seward County. Sue has
spent her entire life here, and Brad has called
it home for the past 46 years.

Brad and Sue are united by their dedication
to giving back to the communities where
they live, work, and thrive. Their motivation

to become the lead donors in the amount

of $50,000 to the Legacy Fund of Seward
County’s Homegrown Challenge Grant was
shaped by the generous gifts of time, service,
and financial support they witnessed from so
many others in the past.

Through the establishment of the Brad and
Sue Bowen Challenge Grant, the volun-
teer-based Legacy Fund Advisory Committee

Receive a
challenge grant
from NCF

$50,000

Identify
a donor
to commit

$100,000

(FAC) was inspired to match the Bowen’s
gift, pledging $50,000 to this campaign, as
well. Shane Baack, FAC Chair, shared, “We
are deeply grateful to Brad and Sue for their
generous support and partnership with The
Legacy Fund of Seward County.”

Challenge grants have played a vital role in
growing unrestricted endowments. While a
portion of the income earned by the endow-
ment is granted annually to fund projects and
programs to benefit the county, the principal
remains intact and grows every year, making
a Forever Impact. The initial commitment of
$100,000, which includes the Bowens’ and
FAC’s pledges, is enhanced by an addition-
al $50,000 challenge grant from Nebraska
Community Foundation. To reach the cam-
paign’s goal, The Legacy Fund must secure
another $300,000, aiming to grow the unre-
stricted endowment by a total of $450,000
and significantly increase the resources to
benefit our county.

Brad and Sue invite others to join them in
this commitment, challenging communities to
work together to create a lasting impact for
future generations in Seward County.

Grow
unrestricted
endowment

$450,000

Raise a 2:1
match by
plovy)

$300,000



Once our wealth \ \ I / y
leaves the community, N -

it is gone forever. ‘ j [

Once our wealth

is endowed in our

community,
it is here forever. The Solution is Simple
. " . We must act now to teach, encourage, and inspire gen-
The time to act is now= ; erous Nebraskans to give back today and include their
the opportunity . community in their estate plans for tomorrow. Imagine
i b ter! if just five percent of this abundance were given back
WIll never be greater. to enrich Seward County’s future. We’re asking you to

consider leaving just five percent of your assets to the
Legacy Fund of Seward County or to Nebraska Com-
munity Foundation to secure your family’s legacy and
help your hometown thrive.

Five Ways To Help Your Hometown Thrive

« Visit www.fivetothrivene.org and learn more about the transfer of wealth
in Seward County.

« Explore NCF’s planned giving resources at nebcommfound.giftlegacy.com.

- Talk to your professional advisor about including Seward County in your
estate plans.

« Give to the endowment of Legacy Fund of Seward County, your local
community fund, Nebraska Community Foundation, or another favorite charity.

« Spread the word! When we all leave five, our hometowns thrive!

The Opportunity Is Massive

Over the next 10 years in Seward County, $1.1 billion will transfer from one generation to
the next. In 50 years, that number exceeds $11.2 billion. The wealth may be held in real
estate, securities, retirement accounts, and other assets. Some will go to taxes. Most will
go to heirs.

The Time Is Now

Many Nebraska counties are approaching or are already in the midst of their peak trans-
fer years. In other words, there is real urgency to act now. The opportunity will never be
greater. Once wealth leaves our communities, the opportunity for give-back becomes
more and more unlikely. Visit www.fivetothrivene.org and learn more about the transfer
of wealth in Seward County.
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FOUNDERS

Dick & Ruth Beckler

Bradley & Sue Bowen

John & Jana Hughes

Steve & Marie Kayton

Seward Co Ag Society in honor
of Ron Gade

Kevin & Terri Siebert

Wake Charitable Foundation

Ron & Annette Wallman

ROYAL LEGACY

Dick & Ruth Beckler
Steve & Marie Kayton
Estate of Noral D. Wait

PLATINUM

Bradley & Sue Bowen

John & Jana Hughes

Jones Bank and the Wake
Charitable Foundation

Seward Co Ag Society in honor
of Ron Gade

Kevin & Terri Siebert

Ron & Annette Wallman

DIAMOND

Arthur & Bobbi Arnt

Hughes Brothers

Mark Kolterman

John & Julie Owens

Bob & Becky Reisdorff

John & Darlene Wood Donor-
Advised Fund

GOLD

Borchers Brothers Trucking
Cattle Bank & Trust

Verlyn E. Dunlap

Jon M. Eicher

Friends of the Legacy Fund
Jones Group

Jimmy L. Spahr Family Trust
St. PJ Supply, Inc.

SILVER

Shane & Abbie Baack
Damon & Beth Bahensky
Doug & Gail Brand
Carole Briggs

Bonnie Daenzer
First Bank of Utica
Adam & Beth Greenquist
Drs. JB & Carla Ketner
Darla Klebe
Steve & Mary Kruse
Chuck & Janet Matzke
Joel & Dawn Navis
Jerry & Beverly J. Owens
Plum Creek Seed—
Kellen & Michelle Meyer
Rembolt Ludtke LLP
Jean & Norm Schulz Memorial
Jim & Kathy Schulz
Scoular Foundation
Rhonda Seacrest
Bill & Deborah Sloup
Van & Barb Springer
Shane & Rhoda Thorell
Dr. Van & Becky Vahle
Steve Wake

BRONZE

AKRS

Allo

Arrowhead Construction

Jerry Beach

Martha Bender

Robert J. Bierbower

Bill Briggs Memorial

John Broderick

Cultural Affairs Committee
Seward Arts Council

Harlan Dankers

Jim & Lana Daws

Delray 817

Susan Dickey

A. Sue Dickinson

Elizabeth Dittmar

David & Glenda Dobbertien

Dragonfly Cafe and Bakery

Gerry Dunlap

Edward Jones

Gary and Linda Ehlers Trust

Virginia Fraser

GBE CPA

Joyce L. Gamble

Tom & Jeanne Gee

Gerry—Farmers & Merchants Bank—
Milford

DONORS

Golfstatus

Steven J. Groesser
Hackbart Chiropractic
Alan & Diane Harre

Alan Harre Memorial
Evelyn L. Hastings
Elaine M. Heidbrink
Susan Imig
InsureNebraska

Michele Jakub
Jonathan & Rachel Jank
Brady & Jill Johnson
Kayton Development
Kiwanis Club of Seward
Robert Kruse

Levrack

Patricia Lindner

Lloyd Lipska

Joan Luebbe

Middle Creek Printing
Maxine L. Moore

Cory & Ann Mueller
Nebraska Equipment, Inc.
Jerry Owens Memorial
Amy M. Patterson
Janice Peery

Ron & Jean Petsch

Pizza Kitchen

Roth Aerial Spraying, Inc.
Sampson Construction
Cora Lea Schluckebier
Carlene Schulz

Ed Schulz LLC

Seward County Rentals
Seward Rotary Club
Brenda Stauffer

The Stillahn Family Trust
Suhr & Lichty Insurance Agency Inc.
Cross Makers

Sandy Troyer

Union Bank & Trust Co.
Utica Area Lion’s Club
Peter C. Wegman
Jeanette I. Walgren

Sue Wickersham
Thomas L. Williams
Windstream Corporation
Denny Wullenwaber
Greg & Dixie L. Zabka
Zabka-Perdue Funeral Home



LEGACY FUND |

SEWARD COUNTY

Contact us:
Legacy Fund for Seward County
PO Box 41
Seward, NE 68434

=
402.641.9691

=

hello@sewardcountylegacy.org

JOIN US
TO MAKE A

IN SEWARD COUNTY:




