FUTURE OF DECATUR

Foundation Fund

WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF DECATUR
FOUNDATION FUND?

A group of visionary community leaders launched the
Future of Decatur Foundation Fund (FDFF)in 2003 as an
affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation. Now
part of a statewide movement to spearhead community
development and create future prosperity, FDFF is
working to build a robust, permanent unrestricted
endowment to benefit our communities and to fulfill our
mission to inspire the spirit of giving in order to cultivate,
preserve, and enhance Decatur now and forever.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE OF DECATUR
FOUNDATION FUND DO?

The Future of Decatur Foundation Fund is working to
improve the quality of life and create opportunities for
prosperity in Decatur and the surrounding area. We
have created an endowment—which is like a community
savings account—to support important community
projects, programs, and people.

Over the years FDFF's work and grants have:

e Supported construction of the Splash Pad in Beck Park,
a gathering place for residents and visitors to enjoy

e Spearheaded the Decatur Historical Marker Project,
preserving our town's stories for future generations.

* Helped to beautify our community by maintaining Main
Street flowers pots and funding front step repairs at
City Hall.

e Furthered a partnership with Decatur Fire and Rescue
to equip local volunteers with vital tools.

e Supported medical-based nail care programs at the
Senior Center.

e Funded the purchase of new exercise equipment,
promoting health and wellness for the whole
community.

* Pledged funding to support duplex projects in Decatur
with Three Rivers Housing Corporation.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

The greatest threat Decatur faces is the loss of local
resources that helped to build our community from
the start: capital investments, businesses, jobs, young
people who are tomorrow'’s leaders, and importantly,
intergenerational wealth. Many of today's senior citizens
no longer have heirs who live in the area. This means
that when the older generation pass on, the wealth they
have built through a lifetime of work—in the form of land,
retirement funds and other assets—often passes to heirs
who are no longer connected to our community. The
Future of Decatur Foundation Fund provides a way for
people to give back to the community that has been an
important part of their lives.

WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF DECATUR
FOUNDATION FUND DOING TO ACHIEVE
ITS GOALS?

We are committed to creating and nurturing a “culture
of giving” in Decatur. We invite all residents and people
with connections to the Decatur area to make gifts of all
sizes to our community. We want to encourage everyone
to make a "habit of giving back” to the community. We
invite all residents, and people who have moved away,

to make gifts to our community—large and small.



WHAT IS AN UNRESTRICTED ENDOWMENT?
The Future of Decatur Foundation Fund is focused on
building an unrestricted endowment for our community.
Similar to a community savings account, unrestricted
endowments are an important tool to keep hometowns
across Nebraska growing, thriving, and improving for
future generations. While a portion of the income earned
by the endowment is granted annually to fund projects
and programs to benefit the community, the principal
remains intact and grows every year. Forever.

HOW CAN AN UNRESTRICTED
ENDOWMENT BE USED?

1. Start something new: seed innovative projects
or ideas

2. Save something important: preserve treasured
community assets

3. Adapt to the future: respond to unforeseen
challenges and opportunities

Through an unrestricted endowment, we can secure the
resources to address today’s needs while preparing for
tomorrow’s opportunities. The endowment funds will
be held and invested in perpetuity, creating an asset for
the community that remains forever. In the short term,
grants may be made to support immediate community
needs such as a community center, our swimming pool,
community housing, technical skills classes, and much
more. Together, we can create a brighter future for
Decatur—a community our children and grandchildren
will be proud to call home.

HOW IS THE FUTURE OF DECATUR
FOUNDATION FUND GOVERNED?
The Future of Decatur Foundation Fund is an affiliated
fund of Nebraska Community Foundation (“NCF”) and
is led by an all-volunteer group of local Fund Advisory

Committee members. Working with NCF enables us
to reduce administrative costs and provides access to
financial and legal services, training and education,
marketing services, and gift planning assistance. This
means that more of every dollar received in donations
benefits Decatur. More information about NCF is
available at NebraskaHometown.org.

WHO IS ON THE FUTURE OF DECATUR
FOUNDATION FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE?
Current members of the Fund Advisory Committee
include the following individuals:

Carrie Maryott, Chair
Bev Siecke, Vice Chair
Abbie Farrens Beitz, Secretary

Misty Sparks Hardeman
Larry Murphy

Mark Mussack

Peggy Haffner, Treasurer Jennifer Penny
Susan Thomas
Beth Verbeek

Bonnie Hennig (Emeritus)

Judy Connealy
Linda Dunning
Debbie Dye
Katelyn Worley Klatt

HOW CAN PEOPLE SUPPORT OUR
COMMUNITY THROUGH THE DECATUR

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FUND?
There are many ways to contribute,
and all gifts are tax-deductible:
We can accept gifts of cash or
pledges over a multi-year period,
appreciated property, life insurance,
or bequests in wills. Our affiliation
with NCF makes it possible to give
gifts of real estate, livestock, grain
and more. You can even give a gift
that provides a guaranteed income and tax savings
through a gift annuity or a charitable remainder trust. Visit
www.nebcommfound.org/give/future-decatur-

foundation-fund to give today.

LEARN MORE
AND SUPPORT
OUR WORK

Please direct all inquiries to Carrie Marryott, Chair of the Future of Decatur Foundation Fund,
at maryottcarrie@gmail.com or 712.420.5176.
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