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Forty local high school students made their voices heard through a Eustis 
Area Community Foundation Fund (EACFF) sponsored youth survey and 
listening session, facilitated by Nebraska Community Foundation. Survey 

findings were overwhelmingly positive with well over half of participating 
students saying the ideal size of a community to live in is “small, like my 
hometown.”

When asked to rank the most important factors in choosing a place to live in 
the future, the majority of students ranked good schools, safety from violence 
and theft, and proximity to family as their topmost considerations. For most, 
those qualities are already present right here in the Eustis area with over 87% 
responding they feel safe.

More than 80% of Eustis-Farnam high school students said there is no negative 
stigma associated with returning to or remaining in the place you live now. A 
call to action for EACFF came in the form of a question about whether or not 
students feel they play a role in the community. Less than 39% agreed with 
that statement, so in addition to completing the anonymous survey, students 
were invited to attend an in-person listening session where adult community 
members could hear students’ ideas for improving the Eustis area.

Among those great ideas were more housing, new restaurants, expanded 
entertainment options, improvements to the school, and a drive-in movie 
theater.

“We had great attendance, participation, and interaction. The students came 
up with lots of great ideas for current and future projects,” said Dustin Fischer, 
EACFF Advisory Committee member. “I think as a fund, we can partner with 
the students to achieve at least one project in the next 12 months.” 

Eustis Area Community Foundation Fund is 
guided by the following vision and mission 
statements which are routinely referenced as we 
do our work and grantmaking.

Eustis Area Community Foundation Fund is an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation.

I would like to make a forever gift to Eustis Area Community Foundation Fund’s 
unrestricted endowment!

Eustis Area Community Foundation Fund aims to engage and inspire young community members 
through grantmaking and initiatives like the youth survey and E-Unit, our youth advisory committee 
(pictured here).

The Gift

DUELING PIANOS 
& live auction

Friday, November 21 | Social 6:00 | Dinner 7:00

Do you think there is a 
negative stigma with 

returning or staying in the 
place you live now?

81.6%
NO  

My peers and I are invited 
to share our opinions or get 
involved in town projects or 

happenings.

74.4% 
TRUE

I feel connected to the place  
I live now.

62.5%
TRUE

I play a role in  
the community.

61.5%
FALSE



SENIOR MAILBOXES

EACFF presented twelve mailboxes 
to graduating seniors. The 
mailbox serves as a reminder their 

hometown welcomes them home in the 
future. Jerud Banzhaf, EACFF Advisory 
Committee member, said, “We personally 
letter the mailboxes and deliver them as 
part of graduation rehearsal.” 

KNIGHTS UNITE DAY

Previously known as Sod House Day, 
this has been a staple community 
event the school puts on in the 

spring to educate the students on 
pioneer times. The day has taken a shift 
as the original Sod House built by Eustis-
Farnam students no longer stands. On 
this day students look into the world of 
volunteering and do community service 
projects for both Eustis and Farnam. EACFF 
has provided funds for this fantastic day 
of service to help purchase supplies and 
allow this day to run smoothly. The entire 
school Pre-K through 12th grade and staff 
are involved in projects and activities. 
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EUSTIS SENIOR CENTER

EACFF matched the Eustis Senior 
Center fundraiser with $3,000 to 
cover the cost of insurance and 

operating expenses. The center provides 
essential opportunities for seniors in our 
community to stay connected, engaged, 
and active. 

HI-LINE SCOREBOARD

EACFF granted $13,000 toward a new 
football scoreboard for the Hi-Line 
Bulls, enhancing the game-day 

experience for both players and fans. 
Scoreboards play a vital role in small town 
football by creating a central focus for the 
game and helping players, coaches, and 
spectators stay informed and engaged. 
Sammy Jack, EACFF Advisory Committee 
member, said, “Beyond just showing 
the score, a modern scoreboard builds 
community pride, enhances the game 
day atmosphere, and gives the town 
something to rally around—especially 
in places where high school sports are 
a major source of local identity and 
connection.”  SWIMMING POOL

T    he Fund donated $5,000 towards 
the chemicals at the Eustis 
Swimming Pool. “A community 

swimming pool is more than just a place 
to swim—it’s a hub for health, learning, 
inclusion, and connection,” shared 
Sammy Jack of EACFF.  

EUSTIS RESCUE SQUAD

The Eustis Rescue Squad provides 
pre-hospital emergency care for the 
community of Eustis Nebraska and 

the surrounding area. Our department 
is responsible for 190 square miles in 
Frontier, Dawson, and Gosper counties. 
They are a group of 14 volunteers serving 
a community of 600 people. EACFF has 
donated $5,000 to help purchase a 
new ambulance. The rescue squad will 
be replacing a 1997 ambulance that 
does not meet current safety or crash 
standards. “We are looking forward to 
being able to provide pre-hospital care 
in a safer and more effective manner for 
the people of our area and our EMTs,” said 
Carly Rexing of EACFF. 

INVESTING IN YOUTH
Much of the impact grantmaking Eustis Area Community Foundation Fund does is aimed at improving the lives and 

opportunities of our young people—they are the future of this community.

CLUBS FORE YOUTH GRANT

The Hi-Line Girls Golf team is a 2025 “Clubs FORE Youth” recipient. Thank you CEO 
David Honnens and Amber Bogle of Nebraska PGA for presenting five sets of 
clubs and pushcarts to Coach Corkern and the Hi-Line Girls Golf team. EACFF 

donated $500 to the girls’ golf team to be able to apply for this grant. 

SPEAKER MIKE 
DONAHUE AT EUSTIS-

FARNAM SCHOOL

Eustis-Farnam and Elwood students 
had the opportunity to hear from 
speaker Mike Donahue. Mike has 

worked with young people all over the 
world and has spoken to over a million 
students about his “Value Up” message. 
Sessions were held for grades K–2, 3–5, 
6–8, and 9–12 with special sessions 
being held for our student leaders and 
staff members. Mike engaged everyone 
with his three main messages: embrace 
your value, make choices that match 
your value, and value others. Students 
thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and 
spoke very highly of the experience. 
A big thank you to Mike, as well as to 
the donors who make this experience 
possible for our students! 

CHILDCARE

EACFF has supported Kinder Haus 
Childcare Center over the years. 
Most recently we matched over 

$3,000 raised by the center at their 
spring fundraiser. “Our funding support 
has helped make updates within the 
facility, as well as updates to their 
playground area. Most importantly, the 
funds continue to support their daily 
operations and help keep the doors 
open for families who need affordable 
childcare”, stated Carly Rexing, EACFF 
Advisory Committee member. 

SCHOLARSHIPS

Every year the fund presents 
scholarships to deserving students. 
In 2025 we awarded a $1,000 

scholarship to a graduating student 
in recognition of their academic 
achievement and dedication . 

FUNDING OUR FUTURE
Much of Eustis Area Community Foundation Fund’s grant funding comes from our unrestricted endowment. All contributions 

to the endowment are invested. Each year, members of the EACFF Advisory Committee grant out a portion of the 
income earned to local projects and programs that are enhancing quality of life in the Eustis Area. The principal—and 

your gift—remains intact and grows forever. These pages feature some of the amazing enhancements, projects, and initiatives 
our fund has supported this year.

EUSTIS LIBRARY 
FUNDRAISER 

EACFF donated a matching $3,500 
grant from soup supper benefit 
towards relocating the library to 

the Village office and extending the 
building to the west. This will give the 
library about twice the space plus it will 
be handicap accessible. This is essential 
to the community. “Libraries are vital 
to a community’s educational, cultural, 
and social well-being. They empower 
individuals, strengthen connections, 
and provide opportunities for growth 
and development,” said Judy Brockmeier, 
EACFF Advisory Committee member.  

EACFF matched $5,000 for the Eustis Volunteer Fire Department’s annual fundraiser. 
The funds went towards the purchase of five sets of structural firefighting bunker 
gear. Now, more than half of volunteers can use updated bunker gear. “The 

department values the effort of the EACFF to assist with matching our fundraisers 
to provide gear to keep our members safe,” said Dustin Fischer, EACFF Advisory 
Committee member and Assistant Fire Chief. 


