


ABOUT RAV
Ravenna Area Vision Fund—better 
known as RAV—is a group of 
engaged and invested community 
members who build relationships 
and resources to help dreams 
become a reality and make 
Ravenna thrive. We are investing in 
Ravenna’s future by providing a way 
to give back to the community we 
love and supporting worthy projects 
and visions that are making Ravenna 
even better. Together, we can 
build a brighter future for Ravenna 
and create a community that our 
children and our children’s children 
are proud to call home.

To date, we have developed 
community partnerships and put 
community assets into action by 
supporting the development of 
the Ravenna Hike and Bike Trail, 
Library Maker’s Space, and Buffalo 
County Lake enhancements.

OUR VISION
Ravenna is a dynamic community that 
embraces families, education, business, 
recreation, and growth.

OUR MISSION
We promote progress and growth in 
Ravenna with proactive involvement of 
people and resources.

OUR VALUES 

Impact Trustworthiness

Collaboration Integrity

Inclusion Action



OUR GOALS
RAV is focused on building an unrestricted endowment to support the 
projects of today as well as the dreams of tomorrow. Similar to a community 
savings account, unrestricted endowments are an important tool to keep 
hometowns across Nebraska growing, thriving, and improving for future 
generations. A portion of the income earned by the endowment is granted 
annually to fund projects and programs to benefit the community. The 
principal (and your gift) remains intact and grows every year. Forever. By 
growing our endowment, we are empowering future generations to dream 
even bigger for Ravenna. 

HOW AN ENDOWMENT WORKS

STEP 1
Donor makes  
a gift to RAV

STEP 2
The gift is  

invested so the 
fund can grow

STEP 3
Grants are made 
each year from  

the earnings

STEP 4
The process 

repeats and the 
IMPACT is 

lasting



INVEST IN RAVENNA’S FUTURE
Your generous gift will not only help build the unrestricted endowment today, it 
will continue to grow and keep giving tomorrow.

CASH – A gift of cash may be eligible for income tax deductions as prescribed 
by current law.  Your cash gift may be by check, credit card, or electronic 
funds transfer, which authorizes the automatic transfer of funds each month 
from your checking or savings account.

AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES – Gifts of grain or livestock may 
provide significant income tax savings to a producer. Because the property 
is gifted, no revenue is recognized, and the cost of production may still be 
deducted as a business expense.

MARKETABLE SECURITIES – A gift of publicly traded stock, bonds, or 
mutual fund shares is eligible to be matched at the full fair market value. Such 
a gift may provide you with additional tax benefits, as you will not pay capital 
gains tax on the appreciation in the value of the securities.

GIFTS OF IRA – Individuals who have reached age 70½ may contribute up 
to $105,000 directly from their Individual Retirement Account (IRA) without 
having to recognize the IRA distribution in taxable income. If married, each 
spouse can transfer up to $105,000 from their IRA.

PLANNED GIFTS – A planned gift is a gift for the future, often extending 
beyond a donor’s lifetime. The easiest way to make a planned gift is in a will 
or trust (simply designate a percentage or dollar amount of your estate to a 

charity like Nebraska Community Foundation for the benefit of RAV Fund) or through a 
beneficiary designation (for instance on a financial account, CD, or insurance policy). Not 
only does charitable planned giving impact the community you care about most, it often 
comes with tax benefits to you or your heirs.

As with all financial considerations, we encourage you to discuss potential tax advantages and other aspects 
of charitable giving with your attorney, tax advisor, or financial consultant.

Checks may be made payable to “Ravenna Area Vision Fund” and mailed to: 

Ravenna Chamber of Commerce 
c/o Ravenna Area Vision Fund 
318 Grand Avenue
Ravenna, Nebraska 68869

Ravenna Area Vision Fund is an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation

Or scan the QR code to learn more 
about RAV and give online. Please select 

“Unrestricted Endowment Account” 
when you make your contribution.

Contact Us: Ashlin Behrendt  |  Ashgirl.2014@hotmail.com  |  308.883.5575


