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WAYS TO GIVE BACK TO YOUR HOMETOWN

Gifts of cash are always appreciated, but it’s not the only way to give back to the hometown we love!
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CASH - A gift of cash may be eligible forincome tax
deductions as prescribed by current law. Your cash
gift may be by check, credit card, or electronic funds
transfer, which authorizes the automatic transfer of
funds each month from your checking or savings
account.

AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES - Gifts of grain
or livestock may provide significant income tax
savings to a producer. Because the property is
gifted, no revenue is recognized, and the cost of
production may still be deducted as a business
expense.

MARKETABLE SECURITIES - A gift of publicly
traded stock, bonds, or mutual fund shares is eligible
to be matched at the full fair market value. Such a
gift may provide you with additional tax benefits, as
you will not pay capital gains tax on the appreciation
in the value of the securities.

GIFTS OF IRA - Individuals who have reached age
70%2 may contribute up to $100,000 directly from
their Individual Retirement Account (IRA), without
having to recognize the IRA distribution in taxable
income. If married, each spouse can transfer up to
$100,000 from his or her IRA.

ONE CONTRIBUTION in full: $
ANNUALLY: §

Address

Make a Gift Today

MONTHLY by ACH withdrawal from my bank account: $

O This is an anonymous gift O This gift is made in memory of / in honor of:

Donor Information:
Donor Printed Name(s)

per month for

months beginning

City State

Phone Email

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

O 1 would like to learn more about leaving a legacy in Shickley through planned giving.

Does your company match charitable contributions? Many companies provide gift matching programs that multiply their
employees’ community impact. If so, please notify your human resources manager about your contribution to the Shickley

Community Foundation Fund.

Contact us:

402.627.7885 | shickleycommunityfoundation@gmail.com | n Shickley Community Foundation

el 1951 PO Box 372 | Shickley, NE 68436

Checks may be made payable to “Shickley
Community Foundation Fund” and mailed to:

Shickley Community Foundation Fund

Or donate online:

Please select “Unrestricted
Endowment” when you make
your contribution to ensure your
donation is matched.

Shickley Community Foundation is an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation.
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OURVISION

Shickley is a community committed to working
together to nurture our agricultural roots,
educational opportunities, and economic
growth in order to support the emotional,
spiritual, and physical well-being of our citizens
of all ages.

OUR MISSION

To fund community development now and

for generations to come. We are committed to
keeping our community a vital, progressive
and healthy place where people can live,

raise families, and retire. To fulfill our vision

of Shickley, we provide a variety of ways for
people to invest their time, talent, and treasure
in our community.

OUR VALUES

Trustworthy
Loyalty
Leadership/Service
Caring and Genuine
Futuristic
Take initiative

OUR FUND ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Joe Kamler, Chair
Wade Walters, Vice Chair
Chris Schlegel, Vice Chair

Dan Miller, Secretary
Mary Brinkman, Treasurer

Jody Alfs, Brett Beavers, Loree Hendrickson,
Judy Lichti, Jessica Schlegel, Richard Walter,
and Merissa Zajic

BIG SUCCESS IN SHICKLEY

trolling down Market
Street reveals a dynamic
community committed
to a bright future. To the west,
you can see Shickley Public
School’s greenhouse, where
students studying agriculture
can get hands-on education.
To the east, the laughter
of children playing at the
school’s early learning facility
resonates over treetops. As
you travel south, the Market
Street businesses are bustling.
Further south, you'll find the
state-of-the-art community
building, across from which
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is the commun ity’s stri ki NG Get to know Mariah Sliva (left) and Hannah Miller, SCFF’s
veterans’ memorial. Hometown Interns, on page three.

The Shickley Community Foundation Fund contributed to all these projects,
alongside many, many others. Since its establishment in 2002, SCFF has reinvested
$1.1 million in the community. That includes more than $200,000 to Shickley
Public Schools; $40,000 to Fillmore County Hospital; and more than $30,000 in
scholarships for teachers and health care undergraduates. The recipe for their
success: vibrant community and a strong unrestricted endowment.

The Fund has successfully matched two challenge grants in the last 20 years.
Those challenges, combined with many generous estate gifts, have allowed
SCFF to build a $2.3 million unrestricted endowment with an annual payout
larger than the village’s annual budget. That's plenty of dream capital to make
grants toward causes important to the community, such as the schools, early
childhood education, the county hospital, leadership programs, and community
recreation facilities.

Every grantis an investment in Shickley’s greatest asset—its people. Like most
communities in the NCF network, Shickley’s fund advisory committee (FAC)
understands that everything comes back to making their place magnetic—for
those already living there and for those who will one day call Shickley home.

Shickley is already working with its next generation of leaders. In their 2024
letter to the community, Hometown Interns Hannah Miller and Mariah Sliva
put it this way: “Our community leaders always had new houses being built or
new projects being completed. Younger generations are full of ambition and
are taking the proper steps to propel our community in the right direction. We
have watched these role models pave a path for the youth, and now it's our
turn to do the same.” l



SCEF AT
A GLANCE

(=]
$2.99 Million

in total assets

PN

L

SZ o 62 Million

in unrestricted endowment

S

S 1 . 1 Million

Reinvested via grantmaking

CONFIRMED PLANNED GIFTS
as
. ’ Totaling $2,055,780
Iy to be endowed

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Est. 1991

TWO NEW BUSINESSES

S outheast Nebraska Development District (SENDD), a nonprofit organization

that serves as a resource for economic development in southeast Nebraska,

offers a variety of programs to help entrepreneurs, business owners, and
communities grow. Recently, two local businesses have reaped the benefits of
SENDD'’s programs, using the support to take their operations to new heights.
SCFF contributed to the SENDD loan process.

Bean & Barrel, LLC, a coffee shop and pub owned by new Shickley resident Allison
Hoyt, is revitalizing a historical downtown building and creating a gathering place
for the community. Their vision is to provide a unique, vintage atmosphere where
residents and visitors can connect over coffee, meals, or evening entertainment.

74 Repair, LLC is a locally owned semi-repair business, owned and operated by
Christ Margheim, providing critical services such as clutches, brakes, engines, A/C
and heating systems, DOT inspections, oil changes, and general service. Serving a
75-mile radius around Shickley, the business supports local farmers, agribusinesses,
Shickley Public Schools, the Shickley Fire Department, among others. l

CHALLENGE GRANT UPDATE

T he Shickley Community Foundation Fund is currently participating in Nebraska
Community Foundation’s Homegrown Challenge, which began in December
2023 and ends December 31, 2026. A challenge grant is one of the most effective
ways to substantially grow our unrestricted endowment—a community savings
account whose assets are invested to generate an ongoing source of income year
after year. Investment earnings from the endowment are used to support community
improvements and programs to benefit the community now and in the future.

The Homegrown Challenge opportunity required Shickley Community Foundation
Fund to find a local donor to invest $100,000 in the SCFF endowment. Nebraska
Community Foundation adds $50,000 from an anonymous donor, and the SCFF
needs to match these with $300,000 in new donations. Gerald and Loydeen Stengel
graciously stepped up as the generous local donors of $100,000. The Stengels are a
five-generation family in the Shickley community where they have been active and
involved for decades including Loydeen’s service to the SCFF Advisory Committee.
They have children and grandchildren who have also remained in the Shickley area
to raise their families.

So far, SCFF has raised $223,122.12 toward the $300,000 goal. All 12 members of
the SCFF Advisory Committee have personally pledged to the campaign. We have
another goal to contact all households in the school district to give everyone the
opportunity to be included in this campaign. Following the campaign, plaques will
be displayed commemorating all donors. Will you join us? Gifts of all sizes count and
will be included in this campaign! Tax deductible donations can be mailed to Shickley
Community Foundation, PO Box 372, Shickley, NE 68436. l

A CENTERFOR
COMMUNITY LEARNING

town’s busy main street and small-town charm make it seem like a quiet place for

simple living, Shickley has become a welcoming destination for various groups
and organizations seeking to expand their knowledge and foster connections. The
Shickley Community Foundation Fund has hosted many groups from other affiliated
funds in the Nebraska Community Foundation network and a group from Nova Scotia,
Canada, that heard about the wonderful things happening in this quaint town.

S hickley has become an unexpected hub for learning and collaboration. While the

Shickley has attracted attention from groups looking to share ideas and engage in
hands-on learning experiences. Local leaders have tapped into the village’s tranquil
setting, using it as a space for educational opportunities to unfold. For many, the
slower pace and camaraderie of the town provide the perfect place for reflection,
collaboration, and skill development.

LIFTING UP A LOCAL ASSET

T he Virgil Biegert Public Library in Shickley is one of our community’s treasures.
It offers a wide variety of books, magazines, newspapers, and historical
documents that are accessed daily by members of the community. As budget
constraints become the norm nationally, they are also affecting our local library.
When these constraints impact the library, cuts must be made from the funds
intended for the purchase of new books. If you would like to ease the strain of
budget cuts and donate money to be used specifically for the purchase of books,
please send contributions to:

Virgil Biegert Public Library
P.O. Box 412
Shickley, NE 68436.

Thank you for all you do to support our community and library! l

MEET OUR
INTERNS

HANNAH MILLER:
Shickley Community
Foundation Fund
welcomed me back
with open arms
for year two! This is
what makes living
in a small-town
intriguing; the door is always open.

| am pursuing majors in Elementary
& Special Education, with a minor in
Leadership & Communication. In the
future, | plan to teach within the general
education classroom in a rural community.
Over the years | have enjoyed staying
active in organizations and serving as a
positive role model for younger people.
Being around other emerging leaders
motivates me to keep growing and giving
back. | believe that Greater Nebraska
offers the perfect environment to live,
work, and make a difference.

MARIAH SLIVA:
Last summer
Hannah and | started
the “Community
Interviews” project.
These interviews
r W highlighted
e Shickley’s history,
the experiences of participants, and what
makes this town a great place to call home.
Hearing these stories has shown me a
new appreciation for my hometown. I've
learned to love the sense of being “small-
town but big ambition.”

Seeing more people start their own
businesses here and make their dreams
reality would be amazing. | know this
is possible because it always seems
like there is a new project underway to
build our community. In Shickley, when
someone has an idea it's not too long
before action is taken. In a town full of
go-getters, nothing is impossible. l



