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A NOTE FROM THE LEGACY FUND

We know as individuals it's a good idea to save money should an
unforeseen need arise. Many of us also routinely build up our 401(k)s
in an effort to make our retirement years more comfortable.
Growing an unrestricted endowment is the same concept, but for
communities. Each charitable contribution, made by those who care
deeply about the community’s future, is invested. Every year the
investment earnings on the endowment may be used to make
grants to further community progress. Because the principal
remains untouched, it grows with every gift—and so does the annual
payout.

Many hometowns in the Nebraska Community Foundation network
have been building their endowments for years and now have tens
of thousands of dollars to utilize for community needs each year. In
a nearby Fillmore County community, their annual endowment
payout exceeds their village's budget. They're reinvesting those
unrestricted charitable dollars back into the community in ways
that impact all 343 residents.

Like the old saying goes, the best time to plant a tree (or invest in
your community endowment) was 20 years ago. The second-best
time is now.
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The NCF Annual Celebration
and Training took place in

La Vista in November. The
inspiring theme, “We Belong
Here,” echoed throughout the
day with a clear message:
community matters, and
everyone has a role in shaping
its future. Fairmont residents
Tricia Galusha-Chapman and
Rhonda Veleba attended the
training, with Veleba leading
two breakout sessions focused
on digital marketing for
communities.
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“IMPACT GRAN

The Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund (FLFF) proudly funded group
swim lessons for local children in Fairmont last summer. This
initiative marked the very first impact grant awarded by FLFF and
reflected the Foundation’s commitment to investing in supportive
community programs that promote safety, confidence, and active
lifestyles for the next generation.

“Water safety is essential, especially in a community like ours with
access to a public pool,” said Fairmont Pool Manager Shelia Lauby.
“We were honored that the very first grant helped local families in
such a meaningful way.”

Funding for the swim lessons was made possible through generous
contributions to FLFF’s unrestricted endowment—a permanent fund
designed to serve Fairmont not just today, but for generations to
come. The principal is invested, and a portion of the earnings is
distributed annually to support projects like this one.

The strength of an unrestricted endowment lies in its flexibility,
allowing FLFF to respond to the community’s most pressing and
promising needs. With continued community support, FLFF looks
forward to funding additional projects that help build a brighter
future for Fairmont.

BY THE NUMBERS
05.2024  07.205

Date FLFF First payout from
established the unrestricted
endowment

364,400  $250,000

Received or pledged Three year
as of January 2026 fundraising goal.

I would like to do my part to build a strong future for Fairmont.

Contribution Enclosed: S

per quarter for ___ quarters

Optional: Annually: $

Donor Name(s)

Address:

Phone: Signature:

___ I'would like my gift to be anonymous

Make Checks Payable to Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund with either
“General Act.” or “Endowment” in the memo line.

Mail checks to: Fairmont Legacy Foundation Fund, PO Box 252, Fairmont, NE 68354



