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Th e N a t io n 's M u seu m ( est. 1 846 )



Sm i ith son i a n Affi i i a ite s i n N e l: :a ska

Strategic Air Commanc & 
Aerospace IV useum Ash i an d

U n i versity of N ebraska State 
IV useum Li n coi n

The Durham M u seu m Om ah a



Museum on Main Street
(MoMS) engages small town 

audiences and brings revitalized 

attention to underserved rural 

communities, and the cultural 

histories they encompass through 

a suite of exhibitions and digital 

initiatives.

I have lived my entire life with the 

desire to go to the Smithsonian.

Now it's coming to me.
- Museum visitor, Enderlin, North Dakota





Annual Smithsonian Education Outreach
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Smithsonian Rural Initiative 
Statement

Engage with and amplify the 
voices of rural Americans to better 
serve local communities, raise the 
visibility of their cultural stories, 
exchange resources, and join in 
conversations about our shared 
future.

Eagle Point Park, view of Lock & Dam 11, Mississippi River Project,

Dubuque, Iowa (photo: Mink, A.}





What does rural mean?



Defining urban 
starts with 

geographies:

Tracts/blocks

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Main elements for 
deciding

if a tract/block 
is urban:

Density

Land cover

Airports

Figure 2.

Graphic Depiction of Urban/Rural Classification

Additional 
items to determine 
if a tract/block is

urban:

Distance

Jumps

Everything 
not urban



Red Cloud, Nebraska 
Photo credit: Swanson Photography



Photo credit: Ben Bohall



Gering, Nebraska 
Photo credit: Visit Gering



Cozad1 Nebraska
Photo credit: Steve White



Coifax County, Nebraska 

Photo credit: JeffSwenson



Chadron, Nebraska 
Photo credit: Nebraska Youth Range Camp



H asti rgs, N ebraska 

Ph oto credit: Vi si t N ebraska



Win n ebago, N ebraska 

Ph oto credit: Jerry  L M en n en ga



Al vo, N ebraska 

Ph oto credit: Li z M cCu e



Crawford, N ebraska 

Ph oto credit: Ch adron , VFD



Sargent, Custer County, Nebraska, 1886 
Image credit: Nebraska State Historical Society



Cou l tervi l l e Pu b l i t Cem etery 

Ph oto tredit: An dy M i n k



Bl ack IVountain, North Carol i na
Photo: Susan Daily

"A dem ocracy i s m ore 
th an a form of
govern m ent; i t i s

prim ari l y a m ode of 
associated l i vi n g, of
con joi n t comm u n i cated
experien ce$'

- John Dewey, 
Democracy in Education ( 1916)



Town Hal l , Franktown, Virginia ( pop. 55)
Photo: Andy Mink

"A dem ocracy i is m ore 
th an a form of
govern m ent; i t i is

prim ari l y a m ode of 
a isisoci ated l i vi n g, of
con joi n t comm u n i cated
experien ce.'

- John Dewey, 
Democracy in Education ( 1916)



Cou l tervi l l e Pu b l i t Cem etery
Ph oto tredit: An dy M i n kPh oto Credit: N orth ern M ari posa H i story Center



Ph oto crredtt N rbraska Comm u r d ty Fu re
(University ofNorth Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2013}1



Skepticism stems from cultural disconnect, doubts about follow-through, fear of exploitation 

resistance to change. and lack of information.

People are always wary of 'outsiders" because they are 

not familiar with the history of the area and usually want 

you to learn about their perceptions instead ,of them 

Iearning about yours.'

�

111am concerned about 'big city thinking'

overshadowing 'small town culture.''·

"Trust is not given. it's earned."

'They wouId have to be well-known 

cause there are a lot of organizations 

tha,t would take advantage of sma1II 

towns.'

111 don't see any progress out ,o,f them - they come in and 

do money-making fundraiser-s and collect money from our 

people, then out the door they go.'t

"The only thing that makes me skeptical is not 

knowing who the people are doing the 

organizations."

'PTfCAl.) whv are VoU skeptJcal of th-ese organl.roVons?



R u ra l N eeds Sen si n g Report

Conductin� national l i stenin� sessions to �ain i 
nsi�hts i nto the topics that matter most to rural 
communities.

70% of Ru ra l Anerican s h ave a very/favorabl e 

a ssoci ati on wi th th e Snith son i an . +5 % wh en

u n derstood wh at th e Snith son i an does.

M ore th an 80% of Ru ra l Anerican s a re i n terested i n 

partn eri n g wi th th e Snith son i an i n a nean i n gfu l way.

Rural Americans overwhelmin�lly 

express i nterest i n connectin� real 

world experiences and ski l l s with 

hometown priorities.



The Smithsonian's greatest strength is its authenticity, followed by a focus on communication 

and listening, collaboration, long-term commitment, and cultural sensitivity.

Important Traits for  Gaining Community Trust TIER 1

% describes Smithsonian very well e Rural e Formerly rural

Authenticity

Communication 

Collaborative

Long-term commitment 

Cultural sensitivity

Listens

Transparency

59% of Indigenous people feel 

transparency is the most important 

trait.

Q. Now you are going to see the same list f rom earlier. How well do you think each of the following describes the Smithsonian Institution?



The majority of rural Americans feel optimistic about the future of their communities, with a 

little more than a quarter feeling "very" optimistic.

Feelings About the Future of Rural Communities

Darker color= Stronger intensity

Rural

68

Optimistic

24

Pessismistic Don't know

Formerly Rural

61

Optimistic

31

Pessismistic Don't know

Q. Are you optimistic or pessimistic about the future af rural communities in the U.S.?



Ru a a Leade s Summitt M ay 28 30, 2025

PH ASE 1 t  N SP RAT ON
& NETWORK NG

Summit Days 'aa a times ET)

• M ay 27/ a rrr ive

• M ay 28/ 8/ 00am -  4/ 30pm

• M ay 29/ 8/ 30am -  7/ 00pm

• M ay 30/ 8/ 00am -  1 / 00pm = depart)

H ost Si tes

• N a tr on a a M u seu m of N a tu ra a l  r story

• N a tr on a a M u seu m of Afrr ica n Art

• N a tr on a a M u seu m of th e Am err ica n M n d r an

National Museum ofNatural History
^credit: James Di Loreto)



The majority of rural Americans feel optimistic about the future of their communities.

Feelings About the Future of Rural Communities

Darker color= Stronger intensity

+1*

Rural

O*

69

Optimistic Pessismistic

26

6

-Don't know

-1*

Formerly Rural

+4*

60

Optimistic

35

Pessismistic

5

Don't know

*LI from November 2024

Q. Are you optimistic or pessimistic about thefuture of rural communities in the U.S.?



After learning more about the Smithsonian's mission and breadth, there is significant interest 

in its partnering with organizations in their community.

Explanation Provided

Since its founding in 1846, the Smithsonian has evolved 

to become one of the nation's-and the world's-most 

powerful resources to support and enhance learning.

Featuring 21 museums, two cultural centers, 21 libraries 

and archives, six research centers, six education centers, 

and the National Zoo that encompass every part of the 

human experience-art, history, culture, science-and 

make connections between artistic expression and 

scientific discovery, historic achievements and future 

research, individuals, and communities.

Since the Smithsonian was established, education has 

been at the core of their identity, building on founding 

donor James Smithson's vision for an institution 

dedicated to "the increase and diffusion of knowledge.,,

+1*

76

Rural

Interest in Partnership with Smithsonian

Formerly Rural

+8* -6*

88

O*

14
--,

11,1
Interested Not 

interested

Don't 

know

Interested

7

Not 

interested

5

Don't 

know

Darker color= Stronger intensity

*LI from November 2024

Q. Knowing what you know about the Smithsonian, would you be interested in a partnership between the Smithsonian and organizations and structures in your community?



Rural Needs Sensing Report: Five Key Priorities

Support for Cultural Preservation 

Access to Art, Culture, and History

Access to Educational Resources and Experiences 

Access to Career Readiness Opportunities 

Support for Commemorating America 250



Photo credit: Jeremy Norwood

R u ra l l e a d e rsh i p te a m s from 1 8 comm u n i ti e s were

i n trod u ced to a n d i n sp i re d b y Sm i th son i a n exp e r ti se 

re l eva n t to th e se p r i o r i ty a re a s s Th i s yea r-l on g coh o r t 

m eets q u a r te r l y to c re a te a n d m a i n ta i n a n

i n te r con ti n en ta l n e twork of Sm i th son i a n -comm u n i ty 

p a r tn e rsh i p s s



Nez Perce Business Association 
Photo credit: Halle Butvin

2 5 b u s s n e s s e a d e rs from n o r th cen tra  ) d a h o con ven ed 

to e a r n a b ou t s m p rovs n g cu tu ra  tou r s sm p ra cts ces a s

a n e con om s c d r s ve r fo r Am e r s ca 2 5 0



5 0 a gr r cu tu ra  e a d e rs from Te n n e s see , G eorgr a , a n d 

A a b a m a con ven ed to  e a r n a b ou t su sta r n a b e fa rm r n g

p ra ctr ces a n d en vr ron m en ta  stewa rd sh r pPhoto credit: Virginia Working Landscapes, NZCBI



U n s ve s s ty a n d K -1 2 ed u ca ts on  e a d e s a e 

p a tn e s n g ws th th e  u a  n s ts a ts ve to 

p ovs d e  e sou ces, p og a m s , a n d

op p o tu n s ts e s to  u a  you th a c oss 

Ken tu cky a n d s n cen t a  Te n n e s see
Photo credit: Sam Owens, Currier & Press



Wo r r n g wr th th e Te xa s H r sto r ca l

Assocr a tr on , th e Te xa s H r sto r ca l 

Comm r s s r on , Te xa s R u  a l I u n d e s , a n d

H u m a n r tr e s Te xa s , we a e su p p o tr n g l oca l

cu l tu a l o ga n r za tr on s a s th ey te l l th e u n r q u e 

sto r e s of th e ! a n h a n d l e R egr on of Te xa s s
Photo credit: National Museum ofAmerican History



Wo rk k n g wk th th e Sh k l oh M u seu m of Oza rk

k sto ry we wk l l su p p o t a n e two rk of sm a l l 

town a n d  u a l cu l tu a l o ga n k za tk on s a s th er 

u se Oza rk 2 5 0 e sou ces to te l l th e u n k q u e 

sto k e s of n o th !cen t a l A rk a n sa s s

Photo credit: National Museum ofAmerican History



Worki n g wi th th e B oa rd of Su p e r vi sors a s

we a s ed u ca ti on a n d cu tu ra  e a d e rs , we 

a re su p p o r ti n g a ti e red p rogra m th a t cen te rs 

comm u n i ty cu ra ti on to te  th e m u ti p e

sto r i e s of th e Western Si e r ra R egi on .

Photo credit: Yosemite National Park



Work n g w th th e b u s n e s s , ed u ca t on , a n d

cu tu ra e a d e rs , we w su p p o r t a m u t - 

t e re d comm u n ty sto r yte n g p rogra m to 

fo cu s on re s en cy -  w th a fo cu s on th e

refu gee p op u a t on .

Photo credit: Bennington Museum



1 7386731 01 923

Wt th su p p ort from Sm t th son t a n exp e r tss sta te 

a n d a oca a 4 H a ea d e rs wt a a gu t d e 4 H # e rs to t d en tt fy 

a a oca a ch a n gem a %er th a t h a s m a d e a p ost tt ve

con tr t b u tt on to th e t r com m u n t ty a n d d t scover 

h ow 4 H # e rs ca n u se th e t r vo t ce to b ecom e

a gen ts of ch a n g e -  sh a p t n g th e fu tu re of th e

p a a ces th ey ca a a h om e )

* a r tt ct p a tt n g 4 H Ca u b s t n ,  eb ra s% a t n ca u d e ,  a n ce 

Cou n tys B oon e Cou n tys Wh ee a e r Cou n tys Ga r ft e a d

Cou n tys a n d / ou p Cou n ty)
Photo credit: Garfield County 4CH Club



F B wi  u n d e rwri te co  ege-a ged i n te r n s

from r u ra comm u n i ti e s i n th e i r te n sta te 

footp r i n t a n n u a  l   O regon , Wa sh i n gton ,

 d a h o, M on ta n a , Sou th D a kota , Co o ra d o, 

Wlom i n g, N eb ra ska , M i s sou r i , a n d  owa .

Photo credit: National Zoo



Photo credit: Bryan Shaw

H i gh sch oo stu d en ts exp o red th e i r comm u n i ty a n d 

fa m i y h i sto r i e s th rou gh th e  en s of h o i d a y tra d i ti on s 

a n d ce eb ra ti on s to d i scover h ow m u ch th ey h a ve i n 

comm on -  a n d h ow i n te re sti n g th e i r d i ffe re n ces ca n 

b e *



D em ocracy r n D r a a ogu e Vr r tu a a lxch a n ge P rogram

H ow h as you r cornrnu n i ity p $ ayed a ro$ e i n 
250 years of ith e Arn eri can Experien ce?

You th u n cover u n r iq u e story of th e r r comm u n r ty 
r n th e on -gor n g Am er r ca n experr en ce -  th en
sh a re th a t story wr th a p a r tn er comm u n r ty r n 
a n oth er p a r t of th e cou n try9

Served 247 comm u n r tr es, 4, 000+ you th to d a te 
a cross 44 sta tes

Preamble by Mike Wilkins, 1987



D em ocracy i n D i a a ogu e Vi r tu a a E xch a n ge P rogram

H ow h as you r comm u n i ty p l ayed a rol e i n 
250 years of th e Am eri can Experien ce?

You th u n cover u n i iq u e story of th e i r comm u n i ty 
i n th e on -goi n g Am er i ca n experi en ce -  th en
sh a re th a t story wi th a p a r tn er comm u n i ty i n 
a n oth er p a r t of th e cou n try.

Served 247 comm u n i ti es, 4, 000+ you th to d a te 
a cross 44 sta tes

Appl i cations for fa l l 2026 due M arch 6.



..1. aPvf1rftft 's I

My object shows my passion and the challenges and 

perseverance through my family. My tea cup's history goes all 

the way back to England in the 1920s or 30s.My great great 

grandma got this from England and cherished it for a long time 

but when she got older she decided to make it a family object. 

So she gave it to my great grandma who had it in a cabinet and 

barely used it because she knew that it holds the past and  

future in it.My mom said that she kept it in that cabinet for SO 

LONG. She never told me how great my great great grandma 

was but all i know is that she was an amazing person. Sadly my 

great grandma passed away but when she did my mom kept it 

so she can keep it for even longer. Maybe one day it will go even 

farther maybe even 50 more years!



H ow ca n we col l a borate?

PARTI CI PATE CU R R E N T P ROG R AM S Cen te r th e
Sm i th son i a n a s a tru sted , exp e r t p a r tn e r b y 
sh a r i n g exi sti n g p rogra m s & op p ortu n i ti es

AM P L I F Y LOCAL P ROG R AM S B roker l oca l 
con ven i n gs for Sm i th son i a n to b u i l d r u ra l 

p a r tn e rsh i p s

CO-D E SI G N N E W P ROG R AM S I d en ti fy n a ti on a l 
a n d regi on a l fu n d i n g sou rces to su p p ort
a m b i ti ou s n ew con cep ts a n d p rogra m s



65

H ow Can We Serve 
Rural N ebraska?

Andy M nk
D i rector of Ru ra l I n i ti ati ves 
Sm i tl son i an I n sti tu ti on
M i n kAT@ si i edu
202 -21 3 -7641
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