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Transfer of Wealth Empowers Greater Nebraska

Shickley Community Foundation Fund is harnessing the transfer of wealth to build a community that 
thrives today, tomorrow, and well into the future. The fund advisory committee is creating opportunities 
for all ages, such as the inaugural Youth Engagement Camp held earlier this summer.

FIVE YEARS AGO, our Transfer 
of Wealth Study update revealed a 
staggering amount of money shifting 
generations in the coming decade: $100 
billion. More than half of that figure is 
expected to transfer from Greater 
Nebraska counties. This is wealth that 
has been accumulated and stewarded 
by those who have built their lives in 
rural Nebraska—often by people who 
have also given generously to help their 
community grow and shine. There is a 
real possibility that this wealth could leave 
those communities once it passes on to 
heirs who have left the area.

Our first Transfer of Wealth Study 25 
years ago was the first ever in the nation 
to provide a statewide, county-by-
county analysis of the wealth transfer. By 
revealing Greater Nebraska’s incredible 
potential, that report disproved the myth 
that rural America lacked the resources 
to write its own future. Instead, it created 
an opportunity to tell a new story, one of 
neighbors donating their time, talent and 
treasure to better their community now 
and for years to come. 

It was a moment of clarity for the NCF 
network; a message that all communities 
in the state had wealth to give. Some 
dedicated Shickley residents learned 
of the report and saw the data as a 
call to action to establish the Shickley 
Community Foundation Fund (SCFF). 
Rather than hope for that money to 
come its way, local volunteers took 
initiative to ensure at least some of 
that wealth stayed in the community 
and county. They were preparing to 

launch a fundraising campaign for their 
unrestricted endowment, and the report 
served as an important tool during initial 
conversations with donors.

“The report was a fantastic eye opener 
as we prepared for our first challenge 
grant,” said Richard Walter, Shickley 
fund advisory committee member and 
honorary NCF board member. “It helped 
people realize what we’re trying to build.”

Now, Shickley Community Foundation 
Fund holds $3.2 million in endowed 
assets and $2.1 million in expectancies. 
The town of 350 people has maximized 
the effectiveness of that unrestricted 
endowment. SCFF has reinvested $1.1 
million in the community, including 
more than $200,000 to Shickley Public 
Schools; $84,000 to the community’s 
50 Flags Veterans Memorial; $50,000 for 
new playground equipment; $40,000 to 
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Fillmore County Hospital; and more than 
$40,000 in scholarships for teachers and 
healthcare undergraduates. The fund also 
played a significant role in raising money 
for a $1.3 million community building.

Shickley residents are not alone in realizing 
the tremendous shift in power made 
possible by the transfer of wealth. They 
are among many Nebraska communities 
who have taken the reins of the future. 

“The communities that take this to heart 
and run with it,” Walter said, “they are 
very successful.” 
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An Unrestricted Future

Staff and
Leadership

T H I S  Y E A R 
M A R K S t h e 
halfway point 
of  Nebraska 
C o m m u n i t y 
F o u n d a t i o n ’s 
latest Transfer of 
Wealth Study and 
five years since 
the launch of our 
Five to Thrive 

campaign which calls on all generous 
Nebraskans to consider leaving 5% 
of their estate to their favorite local 
charitable cause. This is one of the 
simplest and most effective ways to 
ensure some of the intergenerational 
transfer of wealth remains in the 
hometowns where it was built.

Our summer newsletter explores the 
connection between this historic transfer 
of wealth and all the work we do at 
Nebraska Community Foundation. In 
truth, those connections are everywhere.

This summer, 22 
young Nebraskans 
have returned home 
with fresh eyes, open 
minds, and a deep 
desire to make a 
difference. Working 

alongside their local NCF affiliated 
funds, these ambitious young 
Nebraskans are uncovering community 
assets, strengthening relationships, and 
imagining what their hometowns can 
become. NCF’s Hometown Internship 
program has been described as 
transformational. For many, it will change 
the way they see their hometown forever.

So, what does this have to do with the 
transfer of wealth?

At NCF, we believe a community 
unrestricted endowment is the best 

place one can direct their charitable 
dollars if they are serious about readying 
their place for the future. Countless 
Nebraskans are making current and 
planned gifts to benefit their local 
unrestricted endowment, a community 
savings account that generates income, 
forever growing every contribution 
it receives. Because these gifts are 
unrestricted, they offer something 
especially valuable: flexibility. They can 
be used to meet all kinds of community 
needs like starting something new, 
saving something important, or adapting 
to the future.

When we contribute to an unrestricted 
endowment, we may not know exactly 
what our gift will support someday—but 
we know who it is for. It is for the people 
who will one day call our places home. 
It is for our children, our grandchildren, 
and the generations that will follow. It 
is for future leaders, entrepreneurs, 
volunteers, and dreamers. It may someday 
even benefit some of our passionate 
Hometown Interns who have made the 
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bold decision to move back home and 
serve on their local affiliated fund advisory 
committee, a number that grows every 
year we host this impactful program.

That is the beauty of unrestricted 
endowment giving: it is both practical 
and hopeful. It allows communities to 
respond to changing needs while placing 
trust in the leaders who will come next. 
It says, “I believe in this place—not only 
as it is today, but as it can be tomorrow.”

A gift to your local unrestricted 
endowment is more than a charitable 
contribution. It is a lasting expression 
of love for community and confidence 
in the people who will carry it forward. 
As Nebraska experiences one of the 
greatest intergenerational transfers of 
wealth in its history, we have a once-in-
a-generation opportunity to ensure that 
some of that wealth remains rooted in the 
places where it was earned and where 
future generations deserve the chance 
to thrive. 

NCF Team Updates
JASON KENNEDY, of Roca, has been promoted to NCF’s 
President and Chief Operating Officer after a decade of 
dedicated service as Chief Financial and Administrative 
Officer. In his new role, Jason will oversee financial 
management, daily operations, and human resources for 
the growing organization. 

AMBER BURGE, of Gothenburg, joined NCF as Affiliated 
Fund Development Coordinator for Southwest Nebraska. In 
her new role, Amber will be the primary contact and resource 
person for NCF’s affiliated funds throughout the southwest 
corner of the state. Before joining NCF, Amber spent 30 years 
in marketing and strategy development. Most recently, she 
served as Vice President of Marketing at Flatwater Bank.

ADRIAN GOMEZ RAMOS, of Lincoln, joined NCF as 
Director of Welcoming and Belonging. This brand-new 
position cultivates a culture of inclusion, belonging, and shared 
leadership across the NCF network. Prior to joining NCF, Adrian 
worked for Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln as the 
Assistant Director of Diversity and Inclusion.

BECKY ERDKAMP, of Exeter, and JILLIAN GROVIJOHN, 
of Norfolk, joined NCF as Associate Affiliated Fund 
Development Coordinators. These are new roles that work 
alongside NCF’s Affiliated Fund Development Coordinators 
as they support a statewide volunteer network in their efforts 
to develop local leadership capacity and grow community 
unrestricted endowments for the future. 

Erdkamp will primarily work in south central and southeast 
Nebraska. Prior to joining NCF, she worked at the Nebraska 
Association of School Boards. Erdkamp also volunteered with 
the Exeter Area Community Foundation Fund. Grovijohn will 
support community-building efforts in northeast Nebraska. 
Most recently, she worked for the Animal Shelter of Northeast 
Nebraska. Grovijohn also served as a Hometown Intern for the 
Howells Community Fund for two summers.  

In May, Nebraska Community Foundation welcomed 22 Hometown Interns from across Greater 
Nebraska who spent the summer working for their local NCF affiliated fund and uncovering the 
abundant assets in their place.

2026 ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION  

KEARNEY  |  NOVEMBER 12
Join hundreds of other ambitious 
Nebraskans this fall for powerful stories, 
meaningful connection, peer-to-peer 
learning, and a celebration of what’s 
possible when courage is something 
we hold in common. For details, visit  
www.nebcommfound.org/celebrate
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about our 2026 
Hometown Interns



CONNECT TO SUCCESS
Collaboration Drives Byron’s Investment in the Future
NEVER UNDERESTIMATE the power 
of a village united around a shared 
purpose. Byron Community Foundation 
Fund (BCFF) joined the NCF network 
in 2011, the same year NCF released 
the first update to its Transfer of Wealth 
Study. In just 10 years, the fund raised 
more than $1.67 million in endowments 
and expectancies.

The Thayer County town of 83 people 
is one of the NCF network’s most 
celebrated examples of what can happen 
when members of a community all row 
in the same direction. They understood 
the importance of agriculture in the 
transfer of wealth, so one of their key 
strategies was to bring in the members 
of that community. At the time, the farm 
economy was exceptionally strong, and 
people had the capacity to give much 
more than in the past. Leaders knew they 
needed to take advantage of the favorable 
timing for a fundraising campaign.

During its first year of operation, BCFF 
received generous gifts of grain worth 
more than $100,000. Farmers delivered 
corn and soybeans to their local elevator 
and transferred ownership to Nebraska 
Community Foundation for the benefit of 
the Byron Community Foundation Fund. 
The fund raised another $450,000 in cash 
and pledges in less than a year. 

By 2014, the fund advisory committee 
and the community had raised the 
more than $1 million needed to build a 
10,200-square-foot community center, 
now affectionately known as “Nebraska’s 
Corn Palace” given its unique funding 
source. The building also includes a public 
library and a 24-hour fitness center.

The potential for more success is huge. 
In the next decade, more than $9 million 
of Byron’s wealth is expected to transfer 

Keith County: Built on Relationships
“BUILD RELATIONSHIPS before you 
need them.” It’s a phrase that has defined 
Keith County’s success.

Today, the Keith County Foundation 
Fund (KCFF) has the capacity—including 
$14.4 million in endowed assets—to make 
significant investments in the community’s 
future because of years of generous 
giving and relationship-building. One 
transformational gift in 2019 accelerated 
that momentum, but it was built on 
a foundation of trust established by 
volunteers who consistently shared the 
story of local philanthropy and invited 
others to be part of it.

With expanded resources came both 
opportunity and responsibility. Rather 
than decide on their own how the 
funds should be used, they listened to 
the community. What they heard was 
clear: youth engagement and early 
childhood education, first impressions 
and placemaking, entrepreneurship, and 
housing were the priorities.

Since then, the fund has awarded grants 
that strengthen both quality of life and 
community pride. Situated near Lake 
McConaughy, Keith County welcomes 

Like so many communities across Greater Nebraska, Keith County recognizes that investing in children 
is investing in the community’s future. Thanks to its growing endowment, Keith County Foundation Fund 
has made numerous and significant investments in youth engagement and early childhood education 
including a $1 million commitment to expand access to high-quality early childhood development.

Putting Our Assets
to Work

Last year’s cohort of Hometown Interns is pictured above visiting Byron’s grocery store during a tour 
through Thayer County in 2025. The Byron Community Foundation Fund has hosted multiple Hometown 
Interns in recent years, inviting them to play a role in shaping the town’s future.

between generations. With its $1.76 
million in total assets, BCFF has already 
secured nearly 20% of that 10-year 
forecast. With a healthy unrestricted 
endowment, that means more payout 
for impactful grantmaking—something 
volunteers are familiar with. The fund 
advisory committee has supported 
community beautification through 
downtown signage and flowerpots on 
the main street, housing abatement, 
sidewalk improvements, and the annual 
Byron Bash celebration. 

Through this grantmaking, community 
leaders are sending a clear message: 
investing in the Byron Community 
Foundation Fund is one of the most 
meaningful ways to support the 
community long term.

It’s the kind of message that inspires 
young people like Hometown Intern 
Natalie Tietjen to get involved.

“I hope to see Byron turn into a place where 
people can easily settle down and start a 
family without worrying about where they 
are going to live or where their kids will 
go to daycare,” she said. “I hope we can 

continue to get the community to invest 
in the future to help the next generation 
be sustainable.”

Volunteers are also highly collaborative 
with other affiliated funds in Thayer 
County, resulting in protective Guardian 
Caps for every student playing football 
in Thayer Central and Deshler school 
districts, countywide youth surveys, and 
a free performance of The Dream Switch 
concert and post-show conversation.

Collaboration, vision, and optimism have 
defined Byron Community Foundation 
Fund’s work over the last 15 years. With 
like-minded leaders all pushing toward 
the shared goal of investing in the future 
of the village with multiple collaborative, 
youth-focused grants and a community 
of people willing to join the mission, the 
future is bright in Byron.

“Byron is truly a place I want to come back 
to and start my own family, just as my dad 
and brother did,” Tietjen said. “Byron is a 
thriving and growing community, and I am 
excited to be a part of something so great. 
I couldn’t imagine living anywhere else.”

thousands of visitors each year, and the 
fund has supported projects such as 
a sculpture walk, a downtown pocket 
park, green space improvements, and 
a community mural. These investments 
help create a place people want to visit—
and a place residents are proud to call 
their home.

The fund has also invested in the 
people who make Keith County thrive. 
Through initiatives like the Youth 
Inspired Philanthropy Contest and 
Hometown Internships, young people 
are discovering that their ideas matter 
and their community believes in them. 
Grants supporting housing expansion 
and entrepreneurship are helping ensure 
more people can build their lives—and 
live The Good Life—in Keith County.

Like so many communities across Greater 
Nebraska, Keith County recognizes that 
investing in children is an investment 
in the future. Thanks to its growing 
endowment, KCFF has committed 
$1 million to expand access to high-
quality early childhood development. 
Already, $200,000 has supported the 
school’s pre–K program, and the fund 

has created financial incentives through 
the state’s Step Up to Quality Program 
to support local childcare providers.

“We’re not just babysitters,” Kayla 
Schmittler, owner of Growing Minds 
Childcare, a beneficiary of the program 
said. “We are providing children with the 
nurturing, safe, caring environment that 
they need to secure that foundation for 
when they go off to school.”

As KCFF’s grantmaking capacity has 
grown, so has its ability to respond to 
urgent community needs. The fund 
has helped purchase two ambulances 
while also making strategic investments 
in projects that strengthen the county’s 
future. A recent $250,000 grant went 
toward upgrading the Keith County 
Emergency Management Center’s 
dispatch system. The importance of that 
investment became even more apparent 
following recent wildfires in Keith County 
and neighboring areas.

KCFF’s grantmaking history illustrates 
the flexibility that a permanent 
community endowment provides. 
Whether responding to an urgent public 
safety need or investing in long-term 
community priorities, KCFF can act 
because generous people have chosen 
to build charitable resources that will 
serve the community forever.

That spirit of generosity only continues 
to grow and flourish. In addition to 
current gifts, the fund now knows of nine 
planned gifts conservatively estimated 
at $795,000. Combined with current 
assets, Keith County is well on its way 
to capturing the power and potential 
of the $565 million expected to transfer 
between generations in the county over 
the next decade. 



CONNECT TO LEGACY Gift
Planning

Honoring Hometown Legacies
GIFT PLANNING IS ONE OF THE SIMPLEST, MOST IMPACTFUL WAYS to ensure a portion of the multi-billion-dollar 
transfer of wealth remains in our Greater Nebraska communities. To make it even easier, Nebraska Community Foundation 
launched the Five to Thrive campaign—a call to action for generous Nebraskans to consider leaving just 5% of their estate 
to their hometown. Think of the Nebraska hometown you love. This is your opportunity to enrich its future, much like the 
donors on this page who have their own Five to Thrive commitments.

CONNECT TO IMPACT

OSMOND COMMUNITY FUND 
(OCF) is riding a wave of momentum 
that could boost its unrestricted 
endowment by at least $900,000 
when all is said and done. In 2025, the 
fund received a challenge from the 
family of Dr. David and Leila Johnson. 

This sizeable growth in endowed assets 
will enable OCF to make grants to 
worthy causes and important projects 
in the coming years, particularly those 
that further the fund’s mission to make 
Osmond (pop. 794) the best place to 
live, work, and thrive for generations 
to come.

“I’ve been blown away by the support 
we’ve already had,” said fund advisory 
committee member Aaron Gutz. 

“People have reached out and been 
more generous than I could have ever 
thought. It’s led me to have even more 
pride in our community.”

That pride is apparently shared by 
many as a second anonymous donor 
has now stepped up to issue yet 
another opportunity for Osmond 
to grow its unrestricted endowment 
substantially. 

The Clarkson Future Fund’s name says it all: volunteers are building the resources today that will empower 
the next generation to create an even brighter tomorrow.

CLARKSON FUTURE FUND is quickly discovering the depth of local abundance. 
The fund has raised $1.2 million for an unrestricted endowment just two years after 
joining the NCF network. Volunteers credit Clarkson’s (pop. 641) optimistic and 
tenacious spirit, a mindset which inspired residents to contribute to the fund’s 
Homegrown Challenge Campaign. 

“We’re working together to make the community better,” said fund advisory 
committee member Adam Cerv. “Not just now, but into the future.”

The Spencer Community Foundation Fund is 
harnessing the transfer of wealth for the next 
generation—and involving them in the process. 
The fund has invited Amelia Hakl, pictured below, to 
return as a Hometown Intern for the past two years.

S P E N C E R  C O M M U N I T Y 
FOUNDATION FUND’S $4.4 million 
in endowed assets are fueling change 
big and small in the Boyd County 
community of just over 400 people. 
Volunteers are focused on using those 
assets to create a place where young 
people thrive and play an active role 
in designing the future of their place. 
Through upgrades to the school, 
playgrounds, and parks, as well as 
through funding travel opportunities for 
local youth leadership groups, the older 
generations are investing their wealth in 
creating a vibrant community for those 
who come next.

They also make a point of inviting youth 
into important conversations, deciding 
how Spencer will grow over the years. 
For the past two summers, for example, 
they’ve brought Amelia Hakl back as a 
Hometown Intern.

Affiliated Fund
Updates

Lauren Sheridan

Lauren Sheridan modified her 
estate plan to set aside 5% of 
a trust to benefit the Neligh 
Area Community Fund 
unrestricted endowment. It 
was an easy decision, she 
said, knowing that she and 
others have benefited from 
the contributions of those 
who went before. 

“I continually try to do 
meaningful things to try to 
make the world a better place,” 
Sheridan said. “I just hope my 
gift creates opportunities for 
young families, businesses, 
community projects, and 
leaders that will keep moving 
forward in Neligh. It’s not 
one and done.” 

In 2025, the family of Dr. David and Leila 
Johnson issued a Homegrown Challenge to 
the Osmond Community Fund. Since then, a 
second anonymous donor has stepped up to 
create another challenge.

NELIGH COLERIDGE VALLEY COUNTY RAVENNA

McKenzie Behrendt

McKenzie Behrendt named 
Ravenna Area Vision Fund’s 
unrestricted endowment 
as a beneficiary on a life 
insurance policy—setting 
aside 10% of the policy for the 
community. She sees the gift 
as an opportunity to create 
more opportunities for her 
children and everyone else 
who may call Ravenna home 
in the future.

“You can always think of 
reasons why not to give. There 
will always be those what 
ifs,” she said. “The beauty in 
letting go is trusting that the 
little bit we give will become 
more bountiful than we could 
ever imagine.” 

Reach out to your professional advisor to learn how you can give, and consult Nebraska Community 
Foundation’s Gift Planning resources for more information. You can also contact NCF’s Senior 
Director of Gift Planning, Todd Mekelburg, by calling 402.323.7343  or sending an email to 
tmekelburg@nebcommfound.org.

Annette Sudbeck

Inspired by a recent inclusive 
playground project and by 
conversations with peers 
throughout the NCF network, 
Coleridge Area Fund member 
Annette Sudbeck decided 
to support the unrestricted 
endowment through an estate 
gift—the first for Coleridge. 
Now, Sudbeck is sharing the 
value of estate planning with 
the rest of her community—
and the importance of getting 
your choices in writing.

“If you know what you want 
your money to do after you’re 
gone, then you need to make 
it happen.”  

Raymond Scott

Raymond Scott and the 
Valley County Community 
Foundation Fund (VCCFF) are 
focused on keeping wealth in 
the area. When NCF released 
its most recent Transfer of 
Wealth Study, the numbers 
were a surprise. “It’s a shock 
to see,” Scott said.

VCCFF now has a combined 
$15.9 million in endowments 
and expectancies. Scott 
designated five percent of 
a trust to Valley County’s 
unrestricted endowment.  

“Five percent does not scare 
people,” Scott said. “It’s not 
going to rob the family. I think 
it’s a reasonable ask.” 

“They are going to be the future of 
our community,” said fund advisory 
committee member Norma Boettcher. 

“They need to know how important they 
are as they serve others.”
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PHOTO: Nebraska veterans love their 
country and their community. The 
Pender-Thurston Veterans Challenge 
Campaign will substantially increase 
the endowments and expectancies of 
the fund, which already total more than 
$4 million. 


